int-Baptiſme 7,” 


Fg i: BY 4 


Ag 


nv DISCOVERY: | 


And alſo, 


+ Several 'Scripeure Allegorics ad -aſted 
"py _ Upon the like os 


ww, 
*T Fly 4» 


, * 
4a 


3" 
TA 


- WILLIAM PURKER Cleck £8 
© > "Incumbent of WroTaam 
In KENT. 


: 47S London, Printed forthe Author. 1668. 


% 
«. 1 5. 
J 
I25{(21) 
"=—_ 4 


l Wn . 
"» 


——_—w 


, 


.# 
— Lo — ———  ———-—— 


— —— 


To the Reader. 


Courteous Reader , 


S neceſſity brought, and brings forth the 
inveſtigation cf all Arts, (eſpecially Me- 
chanck) and perfefts them $o a kind of 
nec«flity puts us upon this attempt, which 
we oftcr unto thee in reference to Infart- 
Baptiſm ; otherwiſe we had not put ma- 
mum ad tabular, to declate what we have offered on 
Gods behalf fc : !:is allewance of the praftice of Infant- 
Beptiſzr upon tic accounts reſpettively, betwixt it and 
Circumciſion in general, and bet wixt Infant-Circumcciſion 
and fant-B:ptiſm in ſpccial, to be conſidered in their 
Adminiſtrations reſpectively. 

The faid ncceſlity is, for that we have been ſcanda- 
lized, and 1mp!caded at Law for Printing (as it's fained) 
ina certain Buok called 7he late Aſſembly of Divines Con- 
feſſun of Faith examined concerning Infant-Baptiſm. 

Where there is nothing, we do appeal to all intelli- 
' gentand unbyaſled by-ſtanders to give evidence againſt 
us, if there be any thing Frinted againſt it in the faid 
Book, when it's examined what we have replyed to a 
certain Seftion in their Chapter of Baptiſm, which they 
have there laid down and declared. 

Their atlertion in the fourth Section of the ſaid Chap- 
ter, is, {hat not only thoſe that do atfually profeſs Faith in, 
and Obedience to Chri$t ; but a'ſo the Infants of one or both 
believ4»g Parents, (tor ſo they order it) are to be Baptized. 

To that aforeſaid we have replyed, and tell them, 
that the ſaid aflertion ( ſo diſpoſed in order, and ſo ma- 
giſterially laid down as it is) we ſay it's too far dipt in 
errour; the reaſon why we ule the ſaid expreſs ( hg 
A 2 Or 


To the Reader: 
for that it's an alluſion to their own expreſs Dipt, Sed, z, 

And truly there, their fourth aſlertion is Dipt in er- 
rour upon a twofold account z one the lcfler, (yet an 
errour.) the other the greater, which they are guilty of; 
the lefler is the point of Order and Method; For they 
fay the Infants of one, or both bclieving Parents are to 
be Baptized, which is 4 di@um fruſtra, and immetho« 
dical; For if it be truc, that Infants of one believing 
Parent are to be Baptized, then much more of both be- 
licving Parcnts muſt be in rationality underſtood to be 
Baptized ; Therefore to lay down 1nfant- Baptiſm of be- 
lieving Parents in that Order aforeſaid, is i-2methodice 
didum; For it's an S597 eriſ;or, againſt method; for 
if one of Believing Parents, then much more of both 
ought to be Baptized. 

This aforeſaid we do but hint , for that it's but a 
Criticiim from our obſervation, though re vera, true, 
againſt Order and Method, as it is diſpoſed by them in 
their ſaid aſſertion, 

And as for their further - aſſerting that Infants areto 
be Baptized, but not ſo much as taking notice, and ex- 
preſling in what reſpect Infants of believing Parents are 
to be Baptized, is a great failing in d:fe&u ex onrilſrone, 
for that there are two modes or reſpeGts to be conſidered 
in Baptizing Infants. One 1s, as it's exprefsly comman- 
ded in Scripture to Baptize Infants. The other, asit is 
not forbidden in Scripture. 

Both theſe reſpeCts aforcfaid , ought to have been 
conſidered by them and declared , whether they do 
mean as it's commanded expreſsly in Scripture (or as it's 
not expreſsly forbidden.) to Baptize Infants. 


Now for them to impoſe , as they do in their faid 
aſlertion, 


( 


To the Reader. 

aſſertion,a kind of neceſſity of Baprizing Infants; ſaying, 
Infanss of ſuch and juch, are to' be Baptized, and not 
declaring in what reſpect they are to be Baptized, either 
as commanded,” or not forbidden. This may. occaſion 
much errour,” for that it may make many tomiltake their 
meaning upon the account atorelaid, in- reference unto 
the two faid reſpective modes or manners of Baptizirg 
Infants. | | | p {ff 

For who can tell,(but themſelves) ſince they deelare it 
not in what of the two modes they intend their ſaid aſler- 
tion to be taken, (v/z. ) that Infants are to be Baptized 

Hence we come with our Reply, and fay, their faid- 
aſlertionis two far Dipt inerrour, being too looſly and 
too generally laid down by them, in that they name nor 
the mode or manner how, or in what reſpect Infants are 
to be Baptized, for that (as we reply) Infants are no 
where in expreſstearms commanded ta be Baptized. 

Yet they may (as we preſently after ſay ) be Baptized, 
for that I»fart-Baptiſm is no where forbidden; and alſo 
for that their being Baptized may be to as good purpoſe 
(as we ſhall by and by demonſtrate) to others at preſent, 
and to themſelves afterward if ocealton ſerve, as ever 
Infant-Circumciſion was adminiſtred for., 

So that it appears, that what we bave there replyed 
unto their ſaid aſſertion, is, and muſt be comprehended 
in a compound diſcreet axiom, which contains the t0tuz 
integrale of what we have faid, conltituted intwo diſtinct 
modes, manners or reſpects, in and upon which, Infants 
are not to be, or may be Baptized. 

And further, we lay in reference to their 5. Scion , 
that to deny Infa::t-Baptiſyr in the Countreys and places 
where the Chriſtian Magiſtrates require and command 
it 
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it to be done, there to deny it (we fay ) is a Sin of con» 
tumacy againſt thoſe Magiltrates, for that obedience to 
Magiſtrates is abſolutely commanded, Roms, 13. and In- 
fant-Baptiſm'is no where forbidden, and for that it may 
be done upon ſo good an account, as atoreſaid, 

From all aforeſaid , the intelligent and impartial by- 
ſtander may obſerve ſiwplici & uno intwtz,that we have 
not Printed 0-77590,altogether againſt Infant-Faptiſn,but 
only again{t one mode or manner of: Baptizing Infants, as 
not commanded in expreſs Scripture, but owned in the 
other mode as it's not forbidden. 

Hence if our accuſers had had ſo much diſcretion. in 
them, as to diſtinguiſh of a ditcreet axiom, in which all 
that we have ſaid in reference to Irfant-Baptiſm is diſpo- 
ſed and laid down as aforeſaid, they would have bluſht 
to have impleaded us to Print, eſpecially altogether a- 
gainſt I»fant-Baptiſer, for that a dilcrget axiom conlilts 
always of a negativeand affirmative, er affirmative and 
negative, wherein it's diſpoſed, at lealt it always conlifts 
of two diflentany or diſagreeing parts, in which one of 
them only is true, the other is not ; as for inſtance, Nabal 
was a rich man, but a Fool z Abraham was a rich Man, 
yet a wife Man. 

Where we ſee in thoſe two inſtances two differing 
parts reſpectively, both parts diſagreeing reſpectively in 
each, as rich, but differing in both other parts reſpe- 
Ctively, in reterence to wiſdom and folly; Abraham be- 
ing a rich Man, and Wiſez But Nabala rich Man, yet a 
Fool; but they might have been reſpectively one like 
the other in Riches and Wiſdom , and in Riches and 
Folly, for that both are contingent and not neceflary 
axioms, becauſe they might have been otherwile = 

they 
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they are. og —_ are —_ diſcrget _—_— 
differing only in ſome Logical reſpeRts in their parts 

not NO e 3 and therefore 06 r9y have mg agreers 
in their axiomatical difpofitions reſpedively ; So might 
the faid Aſſembly have declared their faid aſſertion, 4 bat 
Inſants are to be Baptized in a diſcryet axiom z ſaying, 
Infants are to be Baptiſed,yet not ascommanded exprelsly 
in Holy Writ, but as not forbidden 3 - 'which if they had 
ſo difpoſed- the'faid aſſertion, we had been cjuſelem animi 
with them, and not have told them that their faid afler- 
tion, (or mode of {o decharing it in a diſcrget axbm) was 
too far Dipt in errour. 

In which we dechre or Reply againſt their aſſertion, 
ymg, Pfants are no where ne rcriny 14 Siviptuye to be 
Bate, wotwithſlanding they may be Baptized, becauſe it 
is no where in Scripture forbidden. 

- This is the'teuth; nd the whole truth, and nothin 
but thetruth'iti what we havePrinted i in the ſaid B 
concerning her Tok SO 

Hente.we fay,” that if our accuſers aforeſaid had had 
ſorwuch Afererion in then; as to have underſtood a diſ- 
crget axtoth, they woulld'not (for ſhameYhave: 4,00 
us at Law, for Printing? a infint-B 

Now if they think'we knpoſe r66'trinch ig thheup 
on the by vor refletion aforeſaid ; theh twill 8 
that what they have im} _ as for, Was, tid is _ 
of the malitivtts and fe \to'wreft From us; ns they 
have Keptatdur, pee 0 1665 "6fouÞ Eccteflaſti- 
cal Living, the VIC WHotBa I ReMY: 48-357 
ducing $ 200. COnrgibg. fhalſo uſb "n tt oe <afions (when we 
implead-otr' d Freddy Privied agamitPrfunt- 
Brptifms ; and (catida ns many ways beſides, as not 


to 


(?) 
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to-bein Hely Orders, whenwe are 64 years of age, and 
were Incumbent, in two Livings ſucceſlively in Lincoln- 
ſhire long lince,as it is well knownz/and therefore it's,un- 
likely upon the-account aforeſaid. bs, 
But the truth is, they are loſtby reaſon of 2 Miniſter's 
death -in Lincolnſhgre with whom they were left in the 
time of the ſad War in 1643, who dyed a long time be- 
fore we knew of it, and left his Eſtate to a Scorch-man his 
Kinſman, who.carryed all the ſaid Miniſter Jeft him away 
into Scotland, or ſo diſpoſed of Papers otherwiſe , that 
we could never find them, or hear of them. And upon 
this accOunt, Gur accuſers do preſs us toſhew our Orders, 
But whether it be becauſe our, Accuſer ſhews ſufficiently 
his Diſorders we fay not. But that. is the one of the two 
impedimenta obſtantis, which are proſecuted againſt us ; 
but if they charge us with one crime of 'immorality, in- 
juſtice, ox, upreaſonablene(s committed by us in the faid 
» place, and prove it againſtus for above 20 years,whereiu 
- have _ amongſt ren Fe yield our cauſe _ 
them ; and as for Infart-Baptiſm we have conſtant! (it's 
well known) praGtiſed:it in, and at IWrotham aorelai. \ 
ris wilt amentis inops contra ſua prafica ſeribit , , 
Certe eſt illus tutior unda fide 8... No 
: Who bus a brainfick, hereav'd of s wits, 
Prints, Preaches, what his praftice contradicts ? | 

His cxedit ſure is more unſtable. .,, | + , - 

- i Than, Stogian watgr,ip ghe Fable, | ,, We ſoy #0 more, 
, - -) Quicqmd ex\werita verth, patienr ferenduyn.cſt, | | 

(2, ue pert indigne pena dolends venit; 

Whats from undelert purſudeas crime, |, 
.. .Doth well deſerve to be.complain'd in Rhime., | 
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Infant Baptiſm 


Juſtified by | 
NEVV DISCOVERY. 


Exitus aa probabit, 


OW ts make way to the demonſtration of the ſaid 
New Diſcovery, in reference to the Juſtification of 
[Infant Baptiſm ; We think it not amiis to re-mind 
the Reader , that ſuch was the Lords love of pity 
and compaſſion to the diſobedient fallen Man. kind, 
that he was willing to reſtore Man-kind to a new 
and innocent life again ; that ſo he might have fellowſhip and com- 

, Munion again With his God, and enjoy the Beatifical Viſion of tranſ- 

|  Cendent, ws 2nd Happineſs, in the Kingdom of Heaven. Fohs 
IG, 1 Job I. 3. 

, LIB re N:v Life and State, (the IntroduRion to the ſaid 

Tranſcendent Bliſs) Our Saviour exemplifies by a Child-like inno- 

| cent life, and ſtate ; therefore he ſet (upon occahon) a little Child 

| in the midſt of his Diſciples; andiaid, Except yos be Converted, 
| and become 4s a little Child , ye cannot enter into the Kingdons of 
Heaven, Mat. 18, 


B Heace 


2 Infant Baptiſm Ju/tified by a New Diſcovery, 

Hence it's evident, that a Child-like Innocent life and ate, is 

made (by Our Saviour) the Pattern and Exemplar of the ſaid New 

Heavenly Life and State. 

: Now fince Man-kind was by Diſobedience, (and (till will be 
if ke ont:w«cbe through Diſobedience fallen, as aforeſaid, from the ſaid Innocenr 

mit Life, andmuſt of neceſſity come $oit again, before he be fit to entet | 

into the Kingdom of Heaven ; there mutt be the removing of all 

impediments that hinder the attainment t Bliſs ; which ſaid impe- 

eiments, are the Sins and Tranſereiſions, which ſtand in oppoſition 

to Innecency, and leparate betwixt Us, and Our God. 1ſa. 5 g. 1, 2. 

Thecefore the Locd in his Infin't Wiſdom and Goodneſs, Ordained 

two moſt hgnifcant and fit Sacraments , to Figure forth in their 

Mylteries, the way and;means whereby the Tranſgreflions and Sins | 


may be removed, znd taken away from the depraved heatt of the 
-repenting Sinner. 


Which'two Sacraments are Cirewmc:/ion and Baptiſm. 
The one, (wiz. Circumciſion, to cut off and deſtcoy the groſs 


-_ ——— _ — 


Sins, Which muſt firſt be removed (as we are commanded, Ez, 
18. to caſt away owr groſs Sins) and then the waſhing away all re- 
maining defilements in the depraved heart of Man-kind , fer that | 
0 unclean thing ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Rev. 21, 
21.27» b 


Hence the Lord ſaith, 2. Cor. 6, 27. Conze ont frong among them, 
and touch no unclean thing, and 1 will be your God; ayd you (hall be 
my People : Therefore tne Lord in his like Infinite. Wikdom and 
Goodneis, brought in Baptisſmz upon the account aforeſaid; as appears 
Epheſ. 5. 26, 27. where it's (aid Chriſt gave himſelf, that he might 
Sarttify and cleanſe his Church, &c. by the waſhing of water 
in and through the word , that he might preſent it to himſelf a 
moſt Glorious Church, not having (pot, or wrinckle, or any ſuch thing ; 
but that it might be Holy, and wit hout blemiſh. | 

Thus we ſee how and wherefore Baptiſm alſo was brought in after | 
Cireamciſioz, to be adminifired : and theſe two Sacraments are (0 | 
eflentially relating and depending on exch other reſpectively ; as one 
cannot be compleat in its operation and Myſterie without the other ; 
For if the groſs Sins be not taken away, how can remaining defile- 
ments of Sin be pu:ged away ? and if remaining defilements be — 

ano 
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alſo purg2d away, there can de no coming tothe Innocent life again, 
and (o no entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, For »o unclean thing 
ſhall enter into the ſaid Kingdom, Revel, 21. So that we ſee the ſaid 
uſe, and eſſential dependency as aforeiaid, on each other reſpeive- 
ly, in reference to the ſame end. And Circumciſion muſt have its 
ficlt work al{o,upon the account aforeſaid; and theretore we mutt firſt 
begin with Circumciſion, and We (hall lay it down as it is in its 
fitneſs for the end aforeſaid, 
6 The neceffity of its application in its Myſterie for the (aid 
end, 
3. Lay down the Perſons who firſt received Circumci(ion, and the 
Perſons who were in th firlt diſpenſation always to be Circumciſed. 
Andlaftly, offer to Conſideration, whether it be not to be granted, 
that the then Ciccumciſed were then particularly and intentionally to 


be Baptiled, in reference to the removing of all Sin? for that the 4 


natural dependency berwixt them, as aforeſaid, Is ſo nearly and efſſen- 
tially annexed together, as aforeſaid; that one cannot be efficacious 
and uſeful without the other :' and that therefore none of Us can have 
fellowſhip with the Lord, without the operation of them both reſpe- 
Qively ; and therefore it's ſaid, that Abrahams received the Sign of 
Circumciſion, as the Seal of the Rightouſneis of the Faith he had in 
his Kneirenmeiſion; whence it is evident he had the Inward and Spi- 
ritual Circumcifion, before he had the outward; and had Spiritual 
Baptiſm alſo, for that he had in bis Uncircumcihon, ſaith the Text, 
before he was outwardly Circurnciſed, the Rightouſne(s of Faith, 
which pwrifies the Heart, Atts 1.5, 

Now Faith is annexed to th? Ordinance of Bapt:ſms, fath Our 
Saviour, Matt. 28, and Mark 16. 17. A 

Hence eAbrahamn recieved alſo (as aforeſaid) Spiritual Paptiſm, 
in his Circumciſion ; and therefore We believe that Spiritual C:r cums: 
ciſion, and Spiritual Baptiſms were to be received, and intended to be 
ſo together, though but the outward Diſpenſation of Circumciſion Was 
appointed only at firſt to be in praRtice : Yet that Bapti/ns was 
indeed intended in its Spiritual uſe alſo, appears by that 1 Cor. 10. 
1,2, Moreover Brethren,1 would uot that ye ſhould be ignorant how that 
our Fathers were all under the Cloud : and all paſted through the red 


Sea : and were all Baptiſed unto Moſes is the Cloud, and in the Sea; 
B 2 Whe:e 


out war? ly 
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where it's apparent, they were all Prophetically Baptiſed with the 


Ceremony of Baptiſm allo, who were bur pragtieally Circumcited 
only, as atorelala. Fa 


Hence where one of the ſaid Ordinances are outwardly by Diſpen- 
ſation appointed of right, and by Gods appointment, the other altos, 
and mutt interpretatively (as aforeſaid) be underiiood to belong , 
and therefore itwill infer alſo /nfavt Baptiſm to be jutt, and reaſon- 
able npon the account of Geds appointing /ſraclites Infants to be 
Circumciſed in truth; But we leave 1t to be (ſeriouſly thought on, 
and c«nhd:red, and argue it atpreſent no farther on that account; 
but paſs on to (et forth (':rcumc:/ion, according as before hinted, 

And hr(t, unto its fitnz(s for th2 end and purpoſe 1t was ordained 
for, which will appear in the 6gnification of the word it ſelf, (v.z. ) 
Circamciſion, which is derived from the Latine word Circumſcyndere, 
to cut about; and anlwers to the Greek word Teet]yuruy, which the 
Apoſtle uſes to expreſs Circumciſios by, Rom. 2.25. eAts15, 15. 
which fhenifies to cut about, and (© to cut off; andanſwers allo to the 
Hebrew word 912 Ger. 17. 10. which Arius Montanw renders, con- 
cidit,to cut off together, which is a moft apt rendring of the ſaid word, 
according to its innate (ignification and ſcope, for which it is intend- 
ed, even to figure forth ina Myſterie (by being applied to and on the 
fore-skin of the Fleſh) the cutting off the Rropg Luſts from the de- 
praved heart of the diſobediegt humanity, which w:1l be no other- 
ways deſtroyed, then the Sons of Anach could be celiroyed in the 
Land of Canaan, by cutting them off, which were, (as a Divinely 
Spirited Germave ſaith ) the Figure of theſe ftrong and powerful Lufts: 
which unbelieving Chriftians lay, (bzcaufe they know not, nor make 
uſe of the Spiritual Circumcifron aforeſaid) can nzver be ſubdued in 
this life : even as the unbelieving 1ſ-azl:ites aforetime cryed out 
they could never be able to overcome theſe Giants, the Sons of 
Anack, Therefore the Lord of neceility brought in Circumciſion, to 
Figure forth in its Myſterie the way and means, whereby the (aid 
ſtrong and Giant-like Luſts (ſo powerful through cuſtom and habit) 
ſhould be deftroyed, in orcer to the coming to the ſaid Innocent Life 
and State. Which ſaid Circumciſion, the Lord annexed to his Law of 
Compulſion, i!s 731 Ketgoy, Gal. 3. 24- that is, (as We believe) nntil 
Chriſt come to perform his Office on thoſe who were Diſciplined 


under 
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under the ſaid Law , Gal. 3.10, 13. And made fit thereby for that 
his Office to be pertormed in them by Him, Gal. 4.45. 

Now the laid Circ 1m9c:{ion was adjoined te the ſaid Law; for that 
the ſaid Lai was appointed by the Lord, to wy the abominable 
nature of Sin, Koms, 3.20. 7.1. 2. Todiſcover alſo the Curie 
due to the Sin; from both which diſcoveries, when they are ſet home 
by his Spirit on the Heart. Then there doth, and muſt, (Ex vs 
antecedentium) acile a fear and tremblingin the Sinner, as appears by 
St. Paul's expreſs, Rom 7.24. ver. 9, 10. So Atts 2.37. & 16. 
29, Hebr. 12. 20, 21. Upon which work, the Sinner is willing to 
part with any thing, in reference to his Salvation, as Judg. 10. 16. 
t's ſaid upon the like occalion,, They put away their ſtrange gods, and 
ſerved the Lord. 

Hence alſo, the Fear is ſaid to'be the beginning of wiſdem, Pſal. 
I11, 10, Prov.g. 1. and Prov. 24. 10, it's ſaid the wiſe man Fears, 
and departs from Evil ; For then we are willing to do any thing to 
be ſaved, as aforeſaid. Therefore the Lord joyned Circumciſion to 
his Law of Compulſion, whith works the (aid Fear upon the Conlci- 
ence aforeſaid , to make the groſs Sinner willing to be Circumciſed 
ina Myſterie , thatis, to have his groſs Sins cut off, which the Sinner 
muſt do , or he cannot come to the (aid Ianocent life andftate again ; 
tobe made fit to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, upon the ac- 
count aforeſaid, 

Hence Joſhua was commanded (before he brought the Children 

of Iſrael into Canaan, the Tipe of the Kin2dom of Heaven) to 
make ſharp knives, and Circumciſe all the males, Joſh. 5.2, 3. The 
Original expreſs is, Make thee QYTY MANN cultros perrarnm, knives 
of ſtones, or rather of ſbarp flints, and Circumciſe the males ;, which 
knives were a fit Figure of the Circumcifng knife of-the Law , to 
which CircumcifGon, was annexed for the end aforeſaid. 
* For that the Law was by Gods Command written in Stone, which 
8 a Tipe of the Heartof ſtone ; (o made through cuſtom, and obcu- 
rateneis in Sin, Ezeck. 36. 26.& 11. 19. wherein the Law, when 
the Heart becomes a Heart of Fleſh again, is to be written. 

Now that the Laws were Mritten in Stone, it appears Dems, 1, 
25. Exod, 34.1. 


The Perſons who were firſt Circumciſed by Gods Command, 
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W as eAbraham, Gen. 17. wit received it after he believed, Roms. 
4- 11. And therefore he was then gone beyond Circumcifions' work 
and.ſcope, for which Circumciſion was appointed, as aforeſaid, 
Hence Abrahams had then ro Perional need of Circumcifong 
work, which was appointed to figure forthin a Myterie, the cutting 
oft the groſs Sins, as aforeſaid : for He had attained (as it appears ) to 
the Rightouſnels of Faith, which he hadin his Uncircumcihtion, Koms, 
4+ 10. and before his Circumcifion was receive, ver. 11, 
Where, by the way we may apprehend, that Abraham was then 
Circumciſed by way of Office only, as to be thereby a repreſenta- 
tive and document , to hold forth what Cycumciſies related unto, 
ad aimed at in the cutting off the groſs Sins, as aforeſaid; in order to 
the coming on to the Rightouſneſs of Faith, by all the true 1ſrael 
of God : So that hence it appears, that thoſe may have a Divine Ce. 
remony applyed to them who have no need of it at preſent them- 
ſelves , nor doth perſonally (at preſent) concern themſelves, as 
Abraham was, upon the account aforeiaid Circumciied, when he had 
no need to be Circumciſed, in refercpce to his own perſonal con- 
cerns. 
And Chriſt was both Circumciſed, Luke 2. and after Baptiſed; 
Mat. 3. who had no perſonal need at all of either ; for that He was 
2 Lank without ſpot, holy, harmleſs and undefiled, ſeparated from 
Sinners, Hebr. 7.26. In whoſe mouth was no gmile ; yet Was he both 
Circumciſed, and Baptiſed. 

Henc? its moſt apparent, that Chrift received ('ircumciſier, and 
Baptiſm alſo by way of Office only, as repreſentative and documen- 
tal to hold forth , that He is the Minitter of the Spiritual Circumciſion 
of the Heart, according to that of Rem. 15. 8. Col. 2. 11. and allo 
th? true Adminiſtrator of the Spiritual Baptsſms, or Waſhing, as the 
Apofile declares Him to be, Epheſ. 5. 27. Coll.2.12. 

Hence it doth undeniably follow, that thoſe may receive Circym- 
c:ſion and Baptiſm reſpeRively, in reference to other Myſteries, then 
their own perional concerns at preſent ; for that Abraham Gid re- 
ceive Circumciſion , and Chriſt both Circumciſion and Baptiſm alſo, 
a aforeſaid. And Qur Saviour declares Infants to be the Patterns 
and Exemplars of the Innocent life and tate, Fatt. 18. And there- 
fore both Circumciſion and Bapt:ſns do relate in their applicatory 
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Myſteries, by way of Office and document, reſpeRively to Infants, 
in order to their being the Exemplars of the Innocent lite : So that 
Circumciſion anc. Bapriſme alſo, were brought in by the Lord in a My + 
ſtecie, for the taking away of all groſs Sins, and ail :emaining defile- 
ments from repenring penitent finnezs;that to they may come thereby 
to the Child-lixe !nnocent life and tate again; of which Our Savi- 
our declares Children to be the Patterns and Exemplars of, as afore=- 
ſaid. And alio for that Circumc:fion and Baptiſm are (o cilentially 
depeacing on each other, that the one cannot have iis accomplith- 
ment without the other reſpectively : yet are they as (it's confelt) 
declared to be ſet forth in two diſtin&t Diſpenſiatiors, (viz.) Cir= 
euns1/ion under the Law, and in reference thereunto : Baptiſvs under 
the Goſpel, and in reference thezreunto. But though they be lo, as 
aforeſaid, for diliin& diſcoveries of their reſpective uſes; and how, 
and upon no other account they are here brought in ; and how, and 
wherein they became uſeful and ſerviceable, by being joined 
to the Law and Go(pel re(peRively, in their dipſenſation ; and are (0 
nearly relating to, and eſſentially depending on each other ; that they 
cannot but bz incomplere one without the other, as aforetaid. 

Neither can 1ſraelires Infants be more concerned in C:rcnme: ror 
to be Circumciſed by way of Office and good document, than Chit- 
Rians Infants are concerned in Bapti/ms, to be Baptiſed in Infancy by 
way of Office, and 200d document to others; no, not ſo much : for 
that as Infants are tne Exemplars of Innocency, which is only attained 
unto by a repenting Sinner, in having bis grols Sins cut off firlt by 
Circumciſion in its Myſterie : and then in having all remaining de- 
filemen's of Sin waſhed away by Baptiſm in its MyRerie, which is the 
neareft and moſt perſpicuous purge for Innocencies introduction, 

Hence Baptiſzs ought to be (we ſay ) looked upon to have as much 
power and influence upon Chriſtians Infants, to be adminilired 
to them in Infancy by way of Office, (though it be not literally 
commanded alſo) as Cirewmeiſion had, when adminiſtced to 7ſra- 
elites Infants, upon the account aforeſaid ; though it was literally 
commanded, as it was then needful, ſo to be, for that othe;wite the 
Myſterie begun in Infant Circumciſion, by way of Office and good do- 
cument only , had not hadits riſe and warrant to be known to be 
Inſtituted by the Lord for the ſame purpoſe ; that, the Child-like 
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Innocent liſe and Rate, ſhould be the end and ſcope of Circumcifions 
work in a Myſterie, as aforeſaid : But now that being commanded, | 
there needs not a ney command for Chriltians Infants to be Bapti- 
(ed; For it may be demonſtrated 4 pars, that Infant Baptiſm holds 
forth (undeniably)as good,yea greater uſefulneſs to grown Chriſtians, 
when its adminiſired to Intants by way of Ofhce ana good document, 
as Infant Circumcifion was, or could be z though Intant Baptiim be 
pot literally commanded ; for a Command ſhews only the informa- 
tion, and pleaſure of the Commander in his Authority, not the rati< 
onems formalem of the thing Commanded, which is only conſidered in 
the juttice and equity of the thing to be cone, or not to be done; as, 
Infant Circumcition was commanded thereupon, to be adminiftred 
by way of Office, and good document only to others concerns, not 
their own at preſent; for Infants were not then apprehenfive and 
—_ of any duty in reference to their then perſonal Circamer- 
0n, 

Hence may alſo Chriſtians Infants be warrantably Baptiſed, by 
way of Office, and good document to others ; not then to their own 
Perſonal cencerns : though Infant Bap!:ſm be not commanded lite- 
rally; (which indeed needs not) tor that the ratio forwmals of 
Infant Baptiſm, (which is its fitneſs, and equity to be done, by way 
of Office and good document,) is in reference to ethers, not then 
their own perſonal concerns, as aforeſaid. 

All this is offered to conſideration occaſionally, as it falls in con- 
ſequentially from ſomething proceeding from Circumcifons dil. 
courſe, as aforeſaid, We return to infiſt further on Abraham's Cir- 
cumcifing all his Family by Gods Command, which were born in his 
Hourſe, or bought wi.h Money,Ger. 17. 13,27. Where every Male 
at Eight days old was to be Circumciſed, ver, 12. There is no men- 
tion made of any further ieround of their beipg Circumciſed ; than 
that they were of Abraham's Family. 

- Hence it's more then probable, upon the like account, that when 
Lidza appeared to be a Believer; we preſume to ſay, that if 
there were or had been an Infant, or Infants in Z:dias houſe at that 
time when Pa! Baptiſed her and her whole honſhold, he had Bap- 
tiled them alſo : otherwiſe he had not left Lidias Houſe ſo good 4 
document and inftruRion, to mind them to 26 forward, and endea- 
vour after their Child-like innocent life. us Agra kan {oily DINOW 
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Now give me leave to (ay,upoa Abraham's practice in Circum- 
cifing all bis Family ; as well thote that were bought with his Money, 
as born in his houſe : to offer this alio to conſideration, to them that 
do (as they ought) allow of Infavt Baptiſm, wh ch [cruple to Baptiſe 
any Children but Believers Children, as they periwace themſelves 
they are whom they Baptiſe, 

The queliton 1s, whethzr upon account of Abraham's prattice 
aforeiaic, in Circumciling all his Family, whether born in his houſe, 
or bougat with his Money ; whether it be not lawful to Bapti:e in 
like manner ta2 Children of a Turk, cr like Nation, if Chriftian 
'zople would take care of its education and in:iruction or Zaptiims 
workin its Mytierie, as they come to riper y2ars ; For that -bra- 
ham Circumciied all Male Children of his Family, though boughr 
with his Money of a (iranger, 

Therefore, We thought go0d to offer ths to their Conſideration, 
who though they allow of /xfant Fapriſm; vet limit and reſtrain ic 
within the narrow compals of Believipg Parents, as they perliyvace 
themſelves they ace whom they Baptiſe, 

Further, as for Abraham's Circumciſing his ſeed; We find he 
did it at two ſeveral times or ages : for itiris expreſsly ſaid, Gen. 
17.2.5. firſt Ihmael, Abraham's Son was 13 years of ag2 when he was 
Circumciſed, and that at thz ſame a9? or years the J :with Doors 
accounted them F11:i precepts ; that is, fit to be inficucted an4 taught 
the Laws of their perſuaſions, 1D reference to Abram's and M:ſes's 
intruſions to the Iiraclites of theic Children and Houthold, Gen. 19. 
Dent. 4. & 6.7, 

Hence it's very conſentantous and agreeable to Piety ; that at the 
ſame age youth ought to be inftruRed by their Parents and Gover- 
nours, even to begin to thew forth then their true Circumcitng ; 
that is, their cutting off their groſs Sirs of life, which youth are grow- 
ing up into, for want of Diſcipline an Correction, 

But too many pretending Chriſtians in our days , Co omit and 
negle& it; putting it off, by uſing a Brutiſh Proverd, that # r»gged 
Colt makes a good Horſe : asif thy could rame (when thy pleate) 
their bruitiſhly bred Children,as their rugged Colts are tamed; vhere- 
as Heathens , (commonly (© c1llzd, ) could ſay, that Children lefr 
ſome time to their Luſts, are hardly reſirained, qog -_ 
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imbuta recens ſervabit odzem teſta ain; and Divine Writ 
tells us, that Youth corrupted, 1s not eatily nor frequently. re- 
duced again ; bur it b:comcs in little time to be like the Sors of 
Anac%, (0 (trong. in Lulis, that they mult be cut cf before they 
can be lub%uzdz and therefore as Job laith, T hey (too often) ave 
ready to | e dawn with the Sins of their Youth , for Want of the true 
Circumcilion, which is the ſpittcual Circumcifion, at /Emael's age ; 
to ſhew themſelves thereby of Abraham's B-liet, the Fathe: of the 
Faithful, Ron, 4. So that all Parents and Covernours, ſhould, 
when th.ir Children be come to be of 1jhmael's age, endeavour to 
b:ing them to the Minilter of the true Corcumer/ion, the Lord Jus, 
Ros 15+ 5. tobe Spiritually Ci:cumciled, in order to their Spiritual 
Baptiſm : that ſo thereby they may attain to the Child-like innocent 
life and tare; to bz made capable (as Our Saviour ſaith) to enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, 

Now foralmuch as /ſmael was Circumciſed, waen Abrahan, 
with all his Houthould were Circumciſeo; it 15 evicent, that mae! 
was then p2:ſonally a member of the Houfhculd of Faith, no repro- 
bate at preſent : therefore that which is ſpoken to Abraham by 
the Lord, Gen. 21.11, 12. Was only ſpoken in reference to Sarah 
nzr words, ver. 10, and in reference to a higher Myſterie, which is 
declared by the Apoſtle more fully, Gal. 4. 30. (v:iz.) Caſt om the 
Bond Woman, and her Sow, which was 1kmael; it was ſpoken of 
{ bmael's rzje&tion by way of cfhce, as h2 was born of Hagar the 
Bond Woman, the repreſentative of the Legal Seed cf Legal Ser- 
vantihip under the Law of Compulſhon , and was not to have that 
Inheritance of th2 Spiritual Promiſes; which —_— Sarah and 
h:r Offspring, Gen. 17.19. Sarah which was the Free Woman, 
the Tipe of the new Jersſalems, th: Mother of all true Believers, 
Gal, 4.26. For it is ſaid to Abraham. Gen. 17. 20, concerning 
Iſhmael, I bave bleſſed bim, and will mak; hin fruitful : ard will 
wlt ply him excedingly ; Which are all i;gnals of the Lords 2ocd 
w ll to /hmaecl: And therefore, fince he was Circumciſzd with A- 
Laham at the lame time, and had the (aid Promiſes mare to him; 
iurely it cannot be that hz was perſonally a reprobate at the time of 
his Birth ; for that Signums mult relate to the Signatum, which was 
tie p2rſonal intereſt in Abrabamw's B:lizf, and houſhold of w_ 
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by being Circumciſed , and had the- Promites aforeſaid; For that 
relata, do ex mutno conſtare ; that is, give reſpeRively being, and ex- ; 
iltency to each other : therefore fares #79 re/ato pomrur Correlatums; pojtto 
that is,one Relat bzing declared,the Correlat thereof mult nece( arily 
be infe:r2e, becauſe they do ex mine conſtare , thit is, ariſe mutu- 
ally, as Caule and effect out of each other : as Fatherhood ariſeth our 
of Sonhood : if there were no Son, there could bz no Father : and 
if no Father, there could be no Son ; therefore they atile mutn3lly 
out of each other : ſo in reference to Iſhmael, as aforeſaid ; fince 
he was Circumciſed, and that by Abraham vpon Gods Command, 
ver, 13. it Mutt follow, that he was perſonally then a member of 
the houthold of the Faith of Abraham, and no reprobate ; but only 
by way of office was he calt out, Gen. 21, 10. and what he did, was 
only by way of ofhce, 2s 2 reprelentative of what the earthly legal 
ſe2d of the Bond Woman doth to the Seed of Faith; even as the leval 
Scribes and Phariſees did to Chritt and his Diſciples; even reject 
Him and Them, and (coft at them, as itis exprelt, Aa:. 2 >. 29. 
Att 2, 18. What will thu babbler ſay? Atts 17.18. 

Yet this legal bond offspring of the Jews aforeſaid , though 
they did rejeR the Chriſt of God Our Saviour , did expeR to be 
Heirs to Alraham, John 8. 33. Roms. 9.8. 

And ſo much of the firlt Age, or different time of Abraham's Cir- 
cumcifing his Seed of one of the firſt Ages; or different times of 
Abraham's Circumcifing his Seed, as of mae! his Son by Hagar, 
and of his ingraffibg by Circumciſon at preſent into Abraham's Fa- 
mily, or houſhold of Faith ; an4 likewiſe of 1-mae! his rejeRon or 
caſting out from being Heir with Sarah her Seed to the inheritance 
by Faith, which was done by way of oſhce, as he did bear the Image 
and repreſentation of the Bond Womans Seed, which was the Seed 
of niwrk as the Dutch call it; that is the Law of Compullion, y £ /rY,vang 
that cAnpels us to ſeek a fre2dom by Abrahars's Faith, / | 

We come noiv to (2t forth the other ave, or time of Abraham's 
Circumcifing his Seed, and fo of all 1ſrael after him ; which was at 
8 days old, Ger. 17.12. and every Male Child only was to be 
Circumciſed * by the Lords Command at that age, no ſooner or 
later. 2. The Male Infant that was not then Circumciſed, was to 
be cut off from the Congregration of 1ſrael, ver, 14, which was 
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durus ſerms, a hard \aying, 1D reterence to Infants at 8. davs c1d, if 
It was not intend. d (asit was) by way of oft ce, and as a repreien- 
tative of a further and hignzr Mylterie than the Intant concerrs at 
preſent, .for that infants then were not capable of performing, (no 
not appreacnfive) of any Cuty that related to Circumcikors (cope in 
1:5 My tt: riz aforeſaid, 

Hence Infant Circumciſion of the Male only. 2. At 8, days 
old only; ar.dif at that age 1t was not then Circumciied, it was to 
be cut off from the Congregation of /ſrael, 

Hence ve lee, that all the aforelaid reſpects to be oferved by 
Iſraelites Male Infants, in reference to their Circumciſion 1n Infan- 
Cy, Was not at preſent for their own perlonal concerns; but in re- 
t-cence to highec and further Mylteries to be repreiented thereby, 

e Ava Mal: only was ts be Ci:cumciled, for that in the Male 
is the Manly nature which hgureth forth the tirength of the humanity, 
which the Lord calls for to be d-dicated to Him, Pſal, 58.28 Thy 
G14 hath commanded thy ſtrength. Therefore the Mother of Kiry 
Lemnel, (i.e. cum quoeſt Dexws, wich whom 18 Cod) ſaia to him, 
Give not thy ftrength to Women, Prov. $1.3. andit's ſaid, Prov, 20, 
29. The glory of young Men « their ſtrength, tence, 1 Johs 2.14. 
I write to you young Men, becauſe ye are = and the word of God 
ebideth in you : and you have overcome the wicked one. 

Hence it was, (we believe) that after the /ſrae/ires came out 
of Egypr, the ſtraitneſs and bondage, (which figured out the ſlavery 
under the Sin) the Lord commanded all thz Males (ſrom 20 years old 
and upward) thould be numbred by their polz, Naw. 1.1,2,73. and 
no Female, nor Cnildren were to be numbred with them, 

Alſo in the Five Thouſand miraculouſly fed with 5 Loaves, and 
2 Fiſhes, at. 14. 22. and of thoſe fed in like manner miraculouſly 
Matth, 15. 36,37. no Women or Children, (though fed with 
them at the (ame time) were rumbred ; whoſe reſpective enumera- 
tions (if they had been mentioned) had greatned much the Miracles 
aforeſaid ; alioit's now more thin probable, that the Males at 
20 years old and upward, were appointed only to bz numbred, Num. 
I.I,2, 3» 

For that the Males, in whom is th Rrength of the Humanity 
which God calls for, were riolt fit for war, in which the Lord in- 
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tended to execciie the [ſraelires (Judg, 1.2.) ina Mylteric, as the 
ſaid War higured toriti .v the /ſra:lites the Spiritual Warfar againit 
Sin and Satar, Epheſ. .1:, 13. That ſo his Name might becoms 
great in liracl, Pſi. 76. 1. ad they cenowned for it, accord ny to 
their name detived tron th: na ne /ſracl 21Ven to Jacob, when 22 
bad prevailed with tne Ang2l. Gen, 32.28, 


. 


To which Wat thz Spiritual ttrengeh is requiſite ; Therefore te 


Apolile exhorts the Epheſians, Chap, 6.10, 11. to be ſtrong in the 
Lord ; which we may els to be the reaſon that the Lord calls tor 
the Rren2th to be given to him, afereſzid, P/al. 68. 28. 

Now for that the weakneis was figured forth in the Fern:le ; 
Therefore the Lord appointed no Sacrament, or Myltetie to be acmi- 
niltced unto them,which ſurely thz Lord woul:| have done,if Circum- 
cihon to Males hid bzen a Sacrament or Mylt-rie for Infants perſonal 
privilecges and benefits; for that there is no reſpect of perions with 
God : and St, Pax! ſaith, Gal. 3.28. There ts neither Male nor Fe- 
male, but all are ont ia Chriſt Jeſw. Hence the weaknJts was allo 


by way of office held forth in the Female, as the (irengih was figured fv 


forth in the Male by way of office. 

And thzrefore the curſe is threatned to him whe hath a Male in his 
Flock, and offereth to the Lord a corrupt thing, which is (no Coubt) 
the F:mal2 : which figured forth the weaknets, that is contradiſtin&& 
to the trength., 

Now the reaſon of the (aid Curſe, werthe F2male (under the cor- 
rept thing) was, for that the weakneſF cannot ſubcue and &etiroy the 
{trong Lulis ; But the manly Nature, which ftigureth the irength , 
muſt do that when it's Circumciiea in a Mylterie ; that 18, hath its 
grols Sins cut off from 1t; which if they be not, then the Male or 
manly Nature is weak like the Women. 

Hence it is ſaid to the /ſraelites, when captiv'd to their ftrong 
Luſts, How weak.#s thy heart ſince thou doſt all theſe things, even the 
work of a preſumptnons whoriſh Woman ? Exz:k., 16. 30. Andit is 
th:eatned co then, (/ſai, 13.12. Ngh. 3.13, 10.) who were en- 
ſlved to their Lufis, that Women, yea Chilcren ſhould rule over 
them, becauſe they were through vitiouſneſs become weak, like 
Women in paſſions, and like Children in unde:ttanding and govern- 
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dur ſerms, a hard laying, 1D reterence to Infants at 8. dais 01d, if 
It was not intend. d (as it was) by way of off ce, and as a repreiin- 
tative of a further and hignzc Mylterie than the Intant concerrs at 
preſent, for that infants then were not capable of performing, (no 
not apprehcnfive) of any cuty that related to Circum.cikors (cope in 
1:5 Mytt:riz aforeſaid, 

Hence Infant Circumciſion of the Male only. 2. At 8, days 
vid only; ar.d:f at that age 1t was not then Circumciied, it was to 
be cut off from the Congregation of /ſrael, 

Hence ve lee, that all the aforelaid reſpeRs to be oferved by 
Iſraelites Male Infants, in reference to their Circumcihon 1n Infan- 
Cy, Was not at preſent for their own perſonal concerns ; but in re- 
t-cence to higher and further Mylteries to be repreiented thereby, 

£ Ava: Mals only was ts be Ci:cumcited, for that in the Male 
is the Manly nature which figureth forth the tirength of th: humanity, 
which the Lord calls for to be d-dicated to Him, Pſal, 58.28 Thy 
G14 hath commanded thy ſtrength. Therefore the Mother of Kirv 
Lemnel, (i.e. cum quoeſt Des, wich whom 1s Cod) ſaio to him, 
Give not thy ſtrength to Women, Prov. 31.3. andit's ſaid, Prov, 20, 
29. The glory of young Men « their ſtrength, Hence, 1 Johs 2.14. 
I write to you young Men, becauſe ye are _ ky and the word of God 
ebideth in you : and you have overcome the wicked one. 

Hence it was, (we believe) that after the /ſrae/rres came out 
of Egype, the ſtraitneſs and bondage, (which figured out the ſlavery 
under the Sin) the Lord commanded all th: Males (ſrom 20 years old 
and upward) thould be numbred by their pole, Naw. 1. 1,2, 73. and 
no Female, nor Cnildren were to be numbred with them, 

Alſo in the Five Thouſand miraculouſly fed with 5 Loaves, and 
2 Fiſhes, at. 14. 22. and of thoſe fed in like manner miraculouſly 
Matth, 15. 36,37. no Women or Children, (though fed- with 
them at the ſame time.) were numbred ; whoſe reſpective enumera- 
tions (if they had been mentioned) had greatned much the Miracles 
aforeſaid ; LS alioit's now more thin probable, that the Males at 
20 years old and upward, were appointed only to bz numbred, Num. 
I.I, 2, 3» 

For that the Males, in whom is th irength of the Humanity 
which God calls for, were iolt fit for war, in which the Ln 

tende 


tended to execcile the [ſrarfires (Judg, 1.2.) in a Mylietic, as the 
ſaid War hgured tori .v the /ſra:lites the Spiritual Warfar againit 
Sin and Satar, Epheſ. v.1:,13. That ſo his Name might become 

eat in liracl, Pſi. 76. 1. ad they cenowned for it, accord nv to 
their name derived tron th: nane /ſracl oven to Jacsb, when 22 
had prevailed with tne Ang2l. Gen. 32.28, 

To which War thz Spiritual ttrengeh is requiſite ; Therefore te 
Apoltle exhorts the Epheſians, Chap, 6.10, 11, to be ſtrong in the 
Lord , which we may ets to be the reaſon that the Lord calls tor 
the Rrenzth to be given to him, afereſaid, P/al, 68. 28. 

Now for that tae weakneis was figured forth in the Fern:le ; 
Therefore the Lord appointed no Sacrament, or Myſtetie to be acmi- 
niſtced unto them, which ſurely the Lord woul:| have done,if Circum- 
cihon to Males hid bzen a Sacrament or Myltzcie for Infants perſonal 
privilecges and benefits ; for that there is no reſpect of perions with 
God : and St, Pax! ſaith, Gal. 3.28. There ts neither Male nor Fe- 
wale, but all are ont ia Chriſt Jeſws. Hence the weakn-1s was allo 


by way of office held forth in the Female, as the irength was figured fv frye port | 


forth in the Male by way of office. 

And thzrefore the curſe is threatned to him whe hath a Male in his 
Flock, and offereth to the Lord a corrupt thing, which is (no Coubt) 
the F:malz : which figured forth the weaknels, that is contradiftine 
to the ſtrength. 

Now the reaſon of the ſaid Curſe, taetthe Female (under the cor- 
rept thing) was, for that the weaknefF cannot ſubcue and detiroy the 
{trong Lulis; But the manly Nature, which figureth the Rrength , 
muſt do that when it's Circumciiea in a Myliterie ; that is, huh its 
groſs Sins cut off from it; which if they be not, then the Male or 
manly Nature is weak like the Women. 

Hence it is ſaid to the [ſraelites, when captiv'd to their ftrong 
Luks, How weak.#s thy heart ſince thou doſt all theſe things, even the 
work, of 4 preſumptnorns whoriſh Woman ? Exztk. 16. 50. Anditis 
th:eatned to then, (/ſai. 13.12. Neb. 3.13, 10.) who were en- 
ſaved to their Luſts, that Women, yea Chil.iren ſhould rule over 
them, becauſe they were through vitiouſneſs become weak, like 
Women in paſſions, and like Children in underitinding and govern- 


meat, 
And 
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And therefore the Lord commanded the Male only to be Cir- 
cumciſed by the Circumcifing knife of the Law, and that in the In« 
fancy or b:ginnirg of the fallen Mans ate and condition, before the 
Lults are grown too [trong 1n num, like the Sons of Anack, as afore- 
(aid, 

Aoain, the Circumciſing Malz was to be on the Eighth day after 
his birth preciſely, no ſoon??, nor later ; therefore a great Myftery 
was intended, for that many Infants might cie before the Fourth, 
yea, the S:cond cay ; Which My(terie 1s 1n reference to Chriſt him- 
ſelt, whole day that is, who beer vs to the true relt, Heb, 4, and 
therefore his day, and it was his2y waz. cin he was Circumciſed, Lyke 
2, Who is cail:c the Minitier of che ttvue Circumcition, Roms, 15.8, 

Hence they were Circumcited on that Cay, in reference to Chrilt, 
who is yefterday, and to day, and the ſame tor ever, Hebr. 13.8, 

Allo itis ſaid, that the Male which was not Circumciſed on that 
day, was to be cut off from th2 Congregation of the Lord, 

Which figureth forth (we doubt not) but that thoſe who were not 
ſp citually Circumciſes from their groſs Sins,upon aod in Chrifts day, 
that is, by him the Miniſter of th: true Circumciſion, muſt be cut off 
from Chriſts Spiritual Congrecation , for ſuch cannot be capable of 

Zaptifm in its MyRtzty, to the waſhing away all remaining defile- 
ments of Sin, after the grols Sins are cut off, as aforeſaid; whereby we 
may have fellowſhip again with Chriit, and no otherwiſe, as appears 
2 Cor. 6. 15,16. ver, 27. 2 Cor. 7. and therefore Chrift was alfo 
Baptiſed himſelf(who nzeded it not)te figure this forth unto us byway 
of office allo. From all aforeſaid declared,concerning /xfantCireum- 
ciſimng. 2. Of the Male only. 3.On the Eighth day only; and that if the 
Male vas not then Circumciſed preciſely, no (ooner nor later , that 
Male ſhould bz cut off from the Congregation of the Lord ; which 
was a hard Cale, for that an Infant could not then either further or 
hinder its Circamcifing : nor is an Infant then either apprehenſive 
or ſenſible of what was then done to it, by or in its Circumciſion, 

Hence the /ſraelites Infants were then Circumciſed in reference 
to others (not theic own) perſonal concetns (at preſent,) and there- 
fore they were commanded to be Circumciſed by way of effice only, 
and good document to grown ſraelites only at preſent, upon the ac- 
count aforeſaid, 


And ſo much for Circumciſion, and Infant Circumeiſion. We 
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We come now to ſpeak of Baptiſm, the other neceſſary fol.owing 
Sacrament or Myſterie ordained by the Lord Jeſus, to 1er forth what 
is further to be done upon and in the true Circumciſed ones, who 
have their groſs Sins cut oft by the Miniſtery of the true Circumciſion, 
Roms. 5. $. and by the true Circumcifing Knite of the Law, which 
Joſhnah in his office made uſe of in a M5 tterie, as aforeſaid, 

This Baptiſm we are toſeck for after we are C rcumciſeo, even 
a thorow wathing away of all remaining defhilements of Sin, wh:ch 
remain in their degrees for (ome time in the Soul, after our grois 
Sins are Circumciled away. 

And this Baptiſmghcough walhing is ſo neceſſary, that without it 
in its order and degrees performed, we cannot attain to the Child- 
like Innocent life and (iate again, ſ:t forth by Our Saviour, to be 
the next wy and meats of entring into the Ki:gdom of Heaven, 
Mas. 18. Therefore the Apoltle exh-rts the C o11athians. that having 
theſe Promiſes, Row. 6. 27. to purge them from a'! filthireſs of Fleſh 
axd-Spirit, perfeiting holineſs in the fear of God. 

Hence Baptiſm was 0:dainzd by the Lord Jeſus for the uſe and 
end aforeſaid , and muli follow after, Circumcitions ule and work in 
iis Myſterie 1s done. 

Hence the 1ſrae/i1tes who came out of Fg ypr, (the (iraits and bon- 
dage under the ſlavery of Sin, 1n a Myſterie) were then Prophett- 
cally Baptiſed unto Moſes, in the Cloud, and in the Sea, as St. Pant 
ſaith, 2. (or. 10. 1, 2. 

Fo that the Circumciited ones who came {out of Fpypr, as afor2- 
ſais, were Prophetically Baptited alio unto Aſe/r5, which doth clearly 
hintto us, that Circumciſion doth reach (ano inerpretatively include: 
Bapni/m, and Bap:iſm alſo preſuppsieth Circumcifons work in its 
Mere. 

Now fince Baptiſms is 0:vned by us to be a Coſpel Ordinance, 
and (ure alio thoſe who were Circumciied, were, 2s aforelaid, P:c- 
phetically Baptifed alio unto Moſes; it mutt be vranted. (obſerve ir 
well) that Ch:iſt was Moſes under the ciipeniation of Circnme:ſio-,, 
for that it is ſaid, th-y were Baptiſed unto Moſes, 

Now Baptiſm is declared to bz ( Aat. 28.) Chili's Ordinince, 
appointed by Him, and performed ſolely by Him.clf, Epheſ. 5. 27, 
28. Hence is Chriſt under thz Golpel diſpenſation Bapanſampaes- to 

be 
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be looked upon and confidered to be the true Spiritual Adminiſtrator 
of Circumcifion in its Myterie z and (o the Apoſtle calls him, Ryans, | 
I5. 8. 

"Now I ſay to you, that J:ſus Chriſt was a Miniſter of Cirewmeifin 
for the truth of God, to confirm the P:omiles to the Fathers ; and 
thit the Gentiles might glorific God for h's mercy, ver. 9, and the 
Apoitle declares the like, ( cl. 2.11. Jn whens ye alſo were Circum. 
ciſed with the Circamciſion made withovt hands, un putting off the body 
of the Sins of the Fleſh, by the Circamciſton of C rift. 

Whence it follows from the ſaid exprefles, 1. Cor. 10.1, 2. Roms, 
15.8. Cel. 2.11, that Chritt was Aeſes the true Crrcumciſer and 
Kap:iſor under the Law, and alio both of them under the Coſpel 
alio; And therefore they are boih reſpectively;hegun and completed 
in him only , 2nd are to be looked upon as included in each other, 
like Ezekie!'s Wheels one within the other, { ze& 1.16. 

Hence Baptiſm was brought in its office next, to be Cone after Cir. 
cumncifions work is performed in its office and myſterie reſpeQtively, 

And thence allo it muſt follow by undeniable ccniequence, that if 
Infant Circumciſion be a good document and inſtrvdtion by way of 
office, as aforelaid; fois Infant Paptiſmalio, and mult be ſo intended 
by the Lord, and alſo received by us; for that one eflentially and 
reciprocally depends upon the other. And here it muſt be granted, 
that thoſe who were Circumciſed , were declared to be Propheti- 
cally Baptifed in the Cloud, andin the Se2, when they came out of 
—_—. | 

Now it is evident that ſome little cnes were among them who 
paſſed through the Sea, Exod. 10. 10,24. Hence they alio were Bap- 
tiſed in the Cloud, and in the Sea, for it is ſaid T hey were all (with- 
out exc:ption)) B. ptiſed. 

And by that reaion, ard upon the account aforeſaio, 1n reference 
to the Prophetical Myſterie,Chriliians Infants may be Baptiſed allo, 
even by way of office, otherwiſe we deny grown Chrifitans to have 
a$ 200d a Cocument by Infant Baptiſm, as grown 1ſrae/ites had by 
Infant Circumciſion, upon the reſpective accounts betw!xt them, 28 
aforeſaid. 

But this aforeſaid by the way only as a preparative to our furiher 
juſtification of fant Baptiſm by way of New Diſcovery, _ - 

oudet 
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doubt not but ( Chriſto aſſitente to do, after we have ſet forth more 
diſtintly what Saptsſm2 is in its Nomination and Notation, 

Baptiſm in its Nomination or Notation, comes from the Greek 
word. Bazlige to wath or cleanle, or Cip, and anſwers to the Hebr. 
word ; Har Which ſaid word is uled Auth 2, 4, and is by Arias 
Mantanxs tendred Intinge buccellam in Aceto, dip or waſh thy mor- 
{:lin the vineager; which ſaid word the Septuagint hath, Sx Gus Tir 
{or & 7 £4 Baptiie or Waſh thy moriel in the vin:ager, 

Hence Bapriſns notes in its nature and fignification, a waſhing 
or cleanfing with that which is moſt fit to cleanſe, as Water is moit 
experimentally known to be of a mundifying and cleanſing nature, 
Exck, 16.4. 2 King. 5.10. 

And therefore it1s a molt fit means to figure forth Baptiſms, our 
Spiritual waſhing and cleanhng from all filthineſs of the Fleſh and 
Pirit, 2. Cor. 7. 1, 2. 

Hence the Lord Jeſus annexed to his Goſpel Diſpenſation, (which 
is the Diſpenſation of Faith, Mat. 23.) Baptiſm, for that the Belief 
is che purifying Grace and means through the Word (which is indeed 
the Chriſt of God, John 1. 11.) to wath away all remaining defile- 
ments of Sin, as aforeſaid. 

Hence it is ſaid ( Epheſ. 5. 25, 27.) Chriſt gave himſelf for his 
Church, that hs might ſanRify and cleanſe it through thz Word 
and itis ſaid, Fohn15. 3. Now ye are clean through the Ward [ have 
ſpoken to you. Andit is ſaid, Afts 15.9. He prrified their hearts 
through Faith. 

Thus we have in brief offered to conſideration , what Bape /ms 
ingeneral is ; and upon what account the Lord Jeſus brought it in, 
andal(o annext it to his Goſpel Diſpenſation, and how 1t preſuppoſes 
Circumcitions work, before it can have its proper operation 4n its 
Myetie upon the (ame real objeR that C:rcume:ifon was conver- 
ſant about, which was the Male Infant to be Circumciled only, and 
that on the Eighth day only ; and that if it were not Circumciſed in 
that day, then that Male Infant was to be cut off, as aforeſaid. # 

Hence what the Male figured forth, which was the Manly Nature, 
mult be alſo conſidered to be Baptiſed or wathed , and that by Chri 
in his day figurzd forth in the Eighth day, and if the Manly Nature 
be not Baptiſed they, by Chriſt — day, it mult be cut = _ 
citt's 
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Chciſis 5p.ritual Congregation, which is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Y et our Saviour {pecifies and recites none of theſe in his commiſ- 
{iv 3 tur Baptiſm bj any in!imation written, though they mult be ne-. 
ceflar:l; unwceritood to be Baptited alio, becaule in the ſame nature 
wherein the work is to be dere ( which is in Circumciſion, as aforeſaid) 
in the ſame ic mult be completed and perfected; and therefore all 
aforziaid mult be undertiood and ir.tznded to be Baptiſed alſo upen 
the account aforelaid, e& the near relating ard eſſentially deperding 
of Circumciſion and Baptiſm: (upon the actount aforeſaio) b. twixt 
themſelves in reference to the reipective uſes they ate for;reſpettive- 
ly to the ſame ſcope and end; yer as aforeiaid, Chriſt mentions not 
a tittle to that purpoſe in his Ordinance of Bapriſms, 

2nce it doth inevitably follow, that the Lord Jeſus doth forbear 
to ſp2cifie that again a parte poſt, which is ſo clearly exprefſt in the 
parce antegthat is-expreſled and appointed in Cirewmeiſion,as aforeſaig, 

Hence upcn the like reaſon we may, and ought to believe, that 
the Lord Jeſus did intend to allow and warrant Infant Baptiſm by 
virtue of his Command for /nfant Circumciſion, upon the reciprocal 
accounts being alike uſeful , reſpeEtivelly to the ſame ſcope ard end, 
as aforeſaid, 

The Lord may (we hope none will deny it) make uſe (when he 
pleaſes) of thole rules and maxims he hath taught us to make uſe 
of upon all occaſions, to prevent multiplicities and tautologies 
of things, which mutt bz uaderftood to relate together, as ſpecials 
under one general, as every ſpecies doth under one genws, and every 
member relates re{pectively , in its communication to the integral 
or whole, to make up its integral, what it is, or ought to be. 

Hence genws , or the general , is quod communicat totam ſnam 
eſſentiams ſus ſpeciebus, that is, the general communicates its whole 
eſſence to its ſpecials under it, as Animal doth. ws whole 
eflence of vegitative and ſenſitive lite er virtue to Man and Bruir, 
alike vegitable and ſenſible ; ſo. do all members of the integral or 
whole, communicate their eflence reſp2Qively to the whole : hence, 
ſince generals have their influences in and upon all ſpecials and par- 
ticulars under them reſpeRively,they reed not be taught and expreſſed 
in every ſpecial or particular under them reſpectively, but only in 
one, for that the general is the ſame to every (ſpecial in its communi- 

cation 
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cation refpeRively, asitisto one; and thereiore to expreſs it more 
than once, is but :dens per zdems, and 4 fruſtra \to little pic) quod 
poteſt fiers per panciora. 

Nezy that wiſe Artiſts make uſe of the ſaid rule upon due eccafion, 
We thall give you but one inftapce amony man, ; Ramw in his 
Logick, (the belt, we believe, ſecundum regulum, ya8:k% wyorey 
& methodam, that ever (of the many that have) appeared to us) 
when he hath ſer forth argumentuns as it iS in its uſe, ve 

» ard dififibuted 
it into its conſentany and diflcntany aff:Rions re(MWvely , 
he never repeats argument again, neither in cau'e nor effec, 
ſubjeR, nor adjundt, & c. though it muſt neceflarily be under. 
food under all the reſpeftive heads and topicks ef Logick, it 
being the gems generalsſ/immws to them all reſpeRively, yet he doth 
not repeat it again, cauſa eff argumentnm cuſs wames eſt , eff tlum 
eft ar gumentun quod e canſis exiſtate ; but only ſaith, cauſa eſt C14/0ts 
we f/f, leaving out argumentums, and ſo out of the reſt ; becauſe 
it being the general, it muli be underſtood upon the account afore- 
ſaid, to have the ſame influence into all the ſpecials under it reipe- 
Qively thatit hath to one of them. 

Now ſhall we believe otherwiſe, but that the God of all Arts and 
Wiſdom (which teacheth others, as aforeſaid, to make uſe of the 
{aid maxime) may and doth make uſe of the ſaid rule (in his oivine 
records, commonly called the Scriptures)as he thinks fit to his inrel- 
ligible and rational creatures for brevities ſake, when pocallel re- 
ſpeas of things (as (rrownerſion and Baptiſm are reipeHively to 
the ſame end in general, as aforeſaid,) do necefſarily, and in all con- 
veniency infer the ſame to be alike to the reſpe&ive uſes, though 
diſſenting in themſelves, as all parts and members a.e which relate 
to the whole of which they ar: memb:rs. 

Hence Circumciſion and Baptiſms (the two nec:flary Ceremonies 
for the uſe and uſes aforeſaid,) and fo neceſſary and efſ-ntilly de- 
pendir.g on 'each other upon the account aforeſaid, Circumciſion 
being the principiims, the other finzs of the (ame, and to the ſame de- 
fi2n, as xfore(21d ; and for that Infants, as Infants, whether /ſraelites, 
ot Chriſtians Infants, are all alik? in all reſpeAs to their reſpeRive 
Circumciſion or Baptiſm afSreſaid ; We do affirm, that [nfant Cir- 
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eumciſfions command, may, and ought to be thought to be allowed its 
p:acticcandnl; without a rew command upon the account atore. 
aid, that Generalia generaliter & [emel docenda. 

The Lord himiclt geclares it, by what is expreit, 1k, 1 5, 35, 
Thit be intends that we (hould take his command, given but to ſome 
exp:e.s!y, to include all others in like caſe to be coniidered to do, 
or allo;ved to do the ſame by virtue of the ſaid commind or injin* 
&ion which is appointed thereunto ; for when the Lord Jeſus had 
even ———_ to watch, hz explains his intent further, (lealt 


other er times (hould think the (aid injuntien concerned not 
th2m,But only his preſent Diſciples, to whom hc then ſpake) h2 ſaith 
what I ſay to you, 1 ſay to all, Watch. 

Hence we 122 it was meant furth:r than to thoſe to whom it was 
literally ſpoxen at preſent,the reaſon 1s granted, a pars, becaulc all are 
vac time or other {ubjeR and liable to the like dangers and tempta- 
tions reſpectively , that his then preſent Diſciples were, which he 
warns to take heed of the then dangers. 

And therefore, fince [fant Baptiſmis a parallel in all reſpeQs, 
28 aforeſaid reipeRively, with Jef as Circumciſion to all intents and 
purpoſes, that they are, and may be applied unto, as aforeſaid. 

We &© with confidence afſert, that the Lord did intend that we 
may upon all due occaſions, Baptiſe Infants unde: the Goſpel, as the 
Iſraelites did Circumciſe their Infants, by his command under the 

22al diſpenſation ; for that one command doth (upon the account 
aforeſaid) give alike allowance to all perſons and things alike con- 
fiderable, and to be concern2d as fant Baptiſms,and Infant Circum- 
cifion reſpzRively, are to bz conliJered in reference to each other, 
and their end for waich they ate reſpeRively appointed. 

Now it being (o the rule, « quatenrs ipſuns ad de onan efficax oft 
illatio, juſtifies /»fant Baptiſns upon the account of the ſaid rule; for 
that the ſaid rule declares, that from one thing or perſon as ſuch, 
ariſes a prevalent influence to include all to be granted, in like man- 
ne: to be owned as ſuch, and ſo under the ſame conſidezation to be 
conlidered reſpeRively. 

As Abraham is declared to be juſtified only as a Believer, Row. 
#. 22, 


account 


Hence every true Believer may affure himſelf upon Abraham's. 
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account aforeſaid, to be juſtified alio, without being particularly 
named that he is allo juſtihed; the reaſon is for that an identity and 
ſamene's 1n things, mult neceſſarily be owned alike to all intents and 
purpoles, in whomioever, or whereſcever it 1s found reſpectively, 
which 18 the aim and icope of the rule aforeſaid, a quatens ipſum, & Cc. 
in the (cnie and latituce thereof. 

And it's odiervable which is expreſſed Rom. 4. ver. 23, 24, 
that it w46 ot written for his ſake alore, but for us alſo who believe, 
And the reaſon muti bz from, and upon the account of the ſaid rule, 
that quatenu ipſum at de omnt , &c. and may we not lay therefore, 4 
pars, that Infant Circumciſion was not written for 1/raelites Infants 
alone, is abſtratts, but tor Chrifiians Infants alſo zn concreto. 

Lipon the like account to warrant thereby /»fant Baptiſm from 
Infant Circumciſion, though that be only commanded expreisly, and 
not /ofant Baptiſm in like manner exprelsly ; for that 4 quatenm 
ipſum ad deomnt efficax eſt illatio. 

Now Infant Circumciſion was commanded only, as Iſraelites In- 
fants were 10 Infancy, ſuch and ſuch, ſo and ſo, Therefore there is 
n0 more rea{on to diſallow of [nf ant Bapti{mgthan. of Infant Circuns- 
c:ron in themſelves reſpettvely, to be conſidered in their reſpeRive 
Infancies; and as for the command of /nfant Circumer/ion only, that 
Coth not hinder, but confirm the allowance of /nfant Bapti/ns upon 
the account aforeſaid, eſpecially fince no prohibition (in any cale) 
is given againſt [nfant Baptiſm. 

So that [ufart Baptiſm may be praGiiſed by way of office, and as 2 
2009 document, be as uſeful :o grown Chrittians upon the acccount 
aforeſaid, as Infaut Circumciſion ever was ordained by way of ofhice 
likewiſe, and not otherwiſe, as aforeſaid, 

Hence it's more conſentaneous, and agreeable to reaſon, for Chtt- 
Rians eo Baptiſe.theic Infants, in order to the. coming gain to the 
Chile-like innocent life (which is the ſole end both of Circumerfions 
and Bap!1ſms Ocdination reſpeRively, as aforeſaid, for that [nfant 
Baptiſm is the more lively and perſpicuous exemplar of the two, of 
the attainment unto the Child-like innocent life ; becauſe Chriſtians 
Infants are as innocent as Iſraelites Infants could be , and Baptiſwe 
being a thorow waſhing (after Circamciſions work in its Mylterie is 
performed,) from all remaining defilements of Fleth and Spirit. 
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Hence upon the aforeſaid account, fant Baptiſm is a more fig. 
nificant and uſeful document and inftrution, in order to the Child- 
like innocent life and (tate, than Circumciſion; theretore it cannot in 
reaſon and equity be denyed, but that the Lord did intend its pra- 
ice as well as /nfant Circumciſion, but cid not command it ex. 
preisly, becaule neecleſs upon the account of the rules aforeſaid, 
generalia generaliter & quatenus ipſum ad de onn. 

And theretore we cannot in tcalon think, that God gave 
grown 1ſraclites luch a good document and inftruction , 1n order 
to tignify to them the firſt tep unto the Child-like innocent 
life, by commanding them to Circumcile their Infants dy way of 
office only, (as aforelaid) te mind and admonith them upon all oc. 
cations thereof : but we muſt with like (if not with more) realon 
think, that th: Lord doth allow of Infant Bapt:ſws, to mind and ad- 
moniſh grown Chriſtians upon all occaſions, duly to endeavour after 
the completing the Child-lik: innocent life , as Baptiſas in its 
Myſterie doth tet forth by a thorow waſhing from all remaining de- 
filements of Siv, after Cirewmciſion in its Myltenie hath cut off the 
. Srois Sins ; and therefgre che Lord (to his Honour be it ſpoken) can- 
not but allow of /nfavt Baptiſm to be adminiftred alſo by way of 
ofthce and as a good document, and reſpeively to grown Chriſtians, 
by allowing them allo to Baprite their Infants , as the /ſraelites were. 
commanded to Circumciſe their Infants upon the like, and no other 
«ccount, 48 aforeſaid. 

We cannot perſuade our ſelves otherwiſe than as aforeſaid, unleſs 
we do charge the Righteous and Juſt Lord to be more negleRive and 
injurious to grown Chriltians, than he was to grown Iſraelites, by 
not allowing grown Chriſtians alike (if not a more hgnihcant) docu- 
ment and inſtruction (than Infant Circumciſion was) by Baptiſing 
their Infants, inorder to the completing the laid Child-like innocent 
life thereby, 

We hope they will not impoſe upon us to believe, {for fear of 
unthought of evil conſequences to follow thereupon) thit God cid 
command Infant Circumciſion, and did intend to dijown 1»fant Bop- 
tiſm only upon his own meec authoricative will and pleaiure without 
any further reaſon. but his meer Will for the ſaid commanding /»fant 
Circumciſion, and diſownins Infant Baptiſm, which is as vietul and 

Ggnificant 
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fenificant to all intents and purpoſes, as ever (ircumciſion was, 
for no other reaſon, but becauie hz would : this we cannot yield unto, 
for that Gods Infinite Wiſdom is previous and foreyoing to all his 
Wo ks, a$it is exp:eſled, Pſal, 104. 24. O Lord bow manifold are 
thy Works! in wiſdom thou haſt made them all. Hence in great Wil- 
dom (and no othzrwile) 'd'd the Lord ordain /nfant Circumciſion, 

And therefore he could not out of mecr will and pleaſure diſown 
Infant Baptiſm ; for that it he do, he doth diſown that which is as 
rational and uſeful upon the account of all like reſpeRs berwixt [fant 
Circumciſion, and Infaxt Bapriſms, as ever Circumciſion Was. 

This thzy dare not itan4{ unto, and therefore ask them why the 
Lord ſhould own If ant Cirexmceſion, ard command it, and yet diſ- 
own /nfant Baptiſm, which Chriſtians Infants are as capable? of to 
_— and purpoles, as ſraelites Infants were of Infaxt Circum- 
ciſion. 

Ask them the reaſon aforeſaid, they anſwer (for: a ſhift, as we 
have heard from ſome , not knowing a better reaſon for it, for want 
of ſearching into Divinz Writ for a better : ) 

That God (ſay they) did ic to diſtinguiſh 1ſraelites Infants from 
Heathzns Children ; whereas indeed that reaſon for it, is more frivo- 
lous,than [nfarr B aptiſns is; for that Heathens (ſeldom lee (unleſs by 
accident) 1ſraelites Infants in that age, to ſhew their Cireume:ſion ; 
and we judge that th grown 1ſraelires Circumciſion Was more advan- 
tagious for that purpoſe, for that they could give the grown Hea- 
thens 2 particular account of their Circumciſion ; Wherefore their 
God commanded them to be Circumciſed, but yet take their afore- 
ſaid reaſon for Infant Circumciſion as it is, and then retort it upon 
them, and tell them that they confeſs thereby that God commanded 
Infant (ircumcifion by way of office only, for that is no more (by 
their Confeſſion) than a repreſentative to Heathers for the end 
aligned, as aforeſaid; and it's all we aver, and ſay, (but ina better 
ſenſe) that God did command 1afazt Circumciſion by way of office 
only, and to be a fit document and inſtruction to grown 1ſraelites, 
28 hath been demonſt:ated upon the accounts and ends (et forth, as 
aforeſaid. 

And Infant Circumciſion being ſo commanded, we ſay it's com- 
manded upon no other grounds, than upon what Infant Baptiſm mn y 

e 


| +43 i11tr al 
goea antsa 


24 Infant Baptiſm Juftified by a New Diſcovery, 
be practiſed, that is, by way of office and good document unto grown 
ne as hath been often (for memories cauſe) expreſled, and 
urged, 

Now it being ſo, that I»faxt Biptiſm is not nroed for its practice, 
but only by way of office, which 1s the ſame that contradicents to 
Infant Circumciſion confelis, as it's proved from thzir own confeſſion 
15commanded tor. 

Hence we lay that there was no need for a new command for to 
watrant Infant Baptiſm upon the account atoreſaid, for its Admini- 
ſtration z for taat there is one before, viz. for /nfant Circumciſion 
adminiſtred by way of office only, and it being lo; the antient pre- 
Riſed rules atteſt and warrant another thing to be done by way of like 
office allo, as Infant Bap'iſms is with Infant Circumciſion , as afore- 
ſaid, which ſaid ancient maxims are theſe enſuing. 

Generalia generaliter, © ſemel decenda : 4 quatenus ipſum ad de omni 
eff cax eft illatio, 

1, Generals are to be taught generally, and at once, 

2 . That frem ſuch and ſuch, 1o and io, atiſeth a prevalent Infe- 
rence, and concluding of another like thing, as ſuch and ſuch, ſoand 
lo, in like manner both thele rules are founded in the head of com- 
parates in Logick, paribus from likene(['s betwixt things that are to 
be confidered as adequate and alike reſpectively, in reference to each 
other, as Infant Baptiſm is with Infant Cireumciſion by way of office, 
as aforeſaid, 

We can give many inſtances for the practice of the fir named 
maxim generaliter. 

Rams (mentioned before) never names ar gumentum but once, 
(after its diltribution) though it have its influence in and upon every 
head of Logick, becaule its gen generaliſſumum, the chief general ts 
them all as ſpecials under ir, for gen communicat totam ſuam efien- 
tiam [nts ſpeciebua, thatis, the general communicates its whole ge- 
neral eſſence to all ſpecials under it. 

Inſtance: Animal coth in like manner communicate the vegitative 
and ſenſitive virtue and life to Man and Bealt. 

And therefore to expreſs a 'eeneral more than once, is needleſs; 
for that it's zdems per ide, the ſame by the ſame ; and the rule is, 


fruſtra fit per plura quod pote(t fiers per paxciora ; it's a fruſtra, and 
to 
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4s to little purpoſe to do a thing by many things, which may be dene 
by fewer. 

Hence the ſaid rule for and by teaching generals at once is pra- 
Qiſed, to prevent needleſs tautologies, and repetitions of things alike 
to be conhdered, and may be underitood by one, and at once. 

And is it not a needleis repetition to recite a new Command for 
marcanting /nfant Baptiſm, when the Lord hath given one before for 
Infant Circumciſion, which was adminiſtred upon no other nor better 
account, than /»fant Baptiſns may be adminiſtred alſo? 

And fince it is 10 betyixt ufant Circumciſion, and Infant Baptiſm 
reſpeively, that rule allo, 4 quatenm ipſnms ad de omni , jultities 
Infant Bapti/ms, though it have no expreis command for its practice, 
yet it's as truly warranted as /»f «nt Circumciſion is, though it be com- 
manded; yea, and by vi:tue of the ſaid command, for that /nfant 
Baptiſm is (uch and (uch, ſo and ſo, as Infant Circumciſion is ſuch and 
ſuch, ſo and ſo, in reference to the ſame uſe and end reſpeRively, 
a8 aforeſaid, 

It's ſaid that Abraham was juſtified only as a Believer, Rep. 4. 

Hence every true Believer may aſſure himſelf (upen the account of 
Abraham's Juktification)) that he is Juſtified allo, though he be not 
named by an expreſs to be Juſtified al(o. 

Andit's aſſured him from the rule 4 quatenu 1pſnns,as aforefaid;for 
thathe is ſuch and ſuch, ſo and ſo; and therefore neecs no new naming 
of him juſtified, but his true Belief by Faith is ſufhcient, as Abr- 
bants was. 

For that an identity and ſameneſs muſt neceſſarily be owned in one 
as W-ll as the other, where it is found. 

But becauſe the contradicents to /nfant Baptiſm , Uo [> tenact- 
ouſly adhere to the having a particular Command for their practice 
of a duty to bz done upon Scripture account and hiking, as they ds 
for the praRtice of Infant Baptiſm ; or they will not (as they do nut) 
own the practice of it. 

We (hall offer to their ſerious conſideration that expreis, Det. 
25. 4+ concerning Oxen, Thou ſhalt not muzzle the month of the Oxe 
when he treade:h out the Corn. 

The Apoftle makes uſe of the {aid naked command, concerning 
muzzlipg the mouth of the Oxe in the caſe aforeſaid; ſaying, 1 Cor. 9.9. 
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Doth Gd take care for Oxen? (as to fill his Divine R<cords with 
Comman4s for th.m , which are intentionally writttzen for more 
Heavenly concerns than Oxen, ) or ſaith he that altogether for our 
ſakes ? for our ſ ukes no doubt this u written, ({aith the Apotile ) who 
W-ulJ have thought the ſaid Command concerning the Oxe, 
had be:n intended (ualzis th? Apottle had declared fo much) 
W to be a Command in ſpecial, concerning the Jivelyhood of Evan 
oelical Minilte:s, of which there is not a tittle in the laid Scripture, 
n?ither before nor after ; yet the Apol.le coth apply it to be chiefly 
int:nde4 for the providing and giving livelyhoed to Evangelical 
Miniſters; {oalio, 1 /im. 5.18. 

Now wh:t is his warrant for ſo deing? ſurely no other, but only 
from argumentum de comparatis,Viz. 4 minors ad mags; that is, from 
comparates of tie leſs to the greater , which is, that if the Lord 
commanded ſo concerning the Oxe , He meant it to be underftood 
more elpecially concerning Evangelical Miniſters livelyhooJ, thongh 
he did not expreſs ſo much therein, 

AnJ inay We not ſay the like for and concerning [ufant Baptiſm, 
from Gods command for Infant Circumciſion ? 

Uo God intended thereby his allowance, or warrant for Infant 
Baptiſm, 

For can we think that God had ſuch care for Infant Circumciſion, 2s 
to com:nand that, and altogether paſs by kis taking notice of Infant 
Baptiſm : whereas it's a rational, uſeful, and documental in being 
adminiftred by way of office, as ever Circumciſion was , Which was 
adminiltred only by way of office, as aforeſaid; and Infant Baptiſms 
Adminiſtration by way of office, doth repreſent and hold forth a more 
lively and peripicuans document, in reference to the end both of 
Circumciſions and Baptiſms work , for which they were brought in 
reſpeQively, as aforeſaid, 

Hence 4 nnors ad maps all9 ; that is, from the leſs to the greater, 
betwixt Infant Circnmciſion & Infant Baptiſns;tor that InfamCircum- 
c:ſ0n being the leſs fignificant by way of office, than I»fant Baptiſm, 
upon their reſpective conkiderations is, in reference to the attaining 
unto the Child-like innocent life and Rate, 

It cannot in reaſon be denyed, but thar God did intend by his com- 
mand for Infamt Circumciſion, to warrant the practice of /xfant ' 

$1/m 


Infant Baptiſm Juſtified by a New Diſcovery, 25 
tiſm alſo without a command ; or truly, as the Apottle tells the Cor. 
tnat God intended there thould be the allowance of Evangelical Mi. 
nifters livelihood; by his only ccmmanding net ro muzzle the mouth 
of the Oxe, though he did not give command for it alſo, as ke did 


tor the Oxe. VA 
All aforeſaid for the adjuſting Ixfant Baptiſns, upon the Dim "EI s 


conſiderations aforelaid, in reference to - 
yes, mutt (as we perinade our,ielves they will) be yielded \ hes mon lrom 

or we thall at latt intangle our (elves, as Pharaoh laid, the 1ſraelites 4 
were intanglec, Exod. 14. in {uch enſuing evil conſequences by 
eur not yieling, as will infer many unworthy (we are afraid blaſphe= 
mous) refleRiors upon the Lord Jzius, by his neithzr commandine, 
nor forbidding Infant Baptiſmztor that all the long & violent contelis 
among conicientious Chciivians have been thereupon, becauſe the 
Lord hath not forbidden, nor commandedit. 

Hence, one patty dilowns it, becauſe it isnot cemmanded : the 
other party pleading for it, and practifing was they may ) becauſe 
it is not forbidden. 

Now, if che Lord had pleaſed ts have commanded, or forbidden 
Infant Baptiſm ; ſurely the ſad and known conteſts about it, had 
(we are more than confident) never been. 

Hence we dn ex fine ret, and upon the matter, make tte Lord to 
be ( abſt bl-ſphrmia dit») the fictt author of them all, for it's a 
true maxim, Qod eff cauſa canſe, eſt cauſa canſati * in canſis in- 
wediate d-pendentt Las inter / e. 

That is, th# c+u e of a cauſz immecjatly depending on each other, 
is the firli c2u;- of the thing cauſed thereby, 

Now fnce all the conte'ts that have been about /xfant Baptiſm, ore 
for that the Lord hach neithzr commanded it, nor forbidden it, as he 
might *alily have don? either, 

Hence w2 make him cq»ſ-, 2t le:ſt canſan ſine qua non, of all 
contefls about ſnfavt Bap iſm. 

There is a tory (whether true or feigned it matters not, for fidta 
argunnt filemque faciunt, as that of the Trees) Judges.g. 8. (that 
went forth to choo'e a King )Jof a very ſtrife lover Parent,who when 
he looked to die, made his laſt Will and T: ftament fo dark and am- 


biguous for ſenſe and meaning, on purpoſe his Children ſhould not 
E 2 4 know 
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know in expreſs words his reſpeQive intentions towards them in re. 
ference to his lalt Will and Teftament ; ſaying to himſelf, it doth me 
good to think how my Children will contend and quarrel among 
themſelves after my death concerning my words towards them in my 
laſt Will and Teftament, 

We forbear the application relatively to Chriſt's laſt Will and 
Teſtament. A "Y 

Bur yer if the Lord Jeſus did not intend that his command for /x- 
fant Circumciſion ſhould adjuit the warrant for [»fant Baptiſm, 
without more ado ; We infer, the Lord Jeius to ceal ex fine rei upon 
the matter, a$ darkly and ambiguoufly in his laſt Will and i<tiement 
(in reference to /nfent Baptiſm) as the (trife lover Parent did in hig 
laſt Will and Teſtament, as aforeſaid : As if the Lord Jelus were 
pleaſed (by his neither commanding nor forbidding Infax: "aptiſms) 
with all the ſaid contefts and Rtrifes that have riſen among his Chil- 
dren and Diſciples about ir. 

This mutt follow eqs upon the Lords own teſtimony in ano» 
ther caſe, 4 pari, Prov. $, 36. where it's ſaid by the Spirit of God, 
all that hate me love death, that is, the damnable death, 

. But who loves that? for newo v#lt ſus deſtruttionems, (aid a Het- 
then, 

Yet becauſe he that hates God, which conſiſts in a ſeparated life 
from God , doth bring the ſaid inevitable death upon himſelf, 
a8 if he lovedit, 

And ſo we frequently uſe the expreſſion of loving that miſery and 
puniſhment we bring upon our ſelves (knowingly and voluntarily ) 
which is annexed by aſſignment unto the (ame. 

As when we ſay toa Thief taken in the fa, that he longed tobe 
banged, when he defires nothing leſs in his affections, 

Hence 4 pars, it muſt (ex vi conſequentie) follow, if the Lord 
doth not command, nor forbid Infavt Baptiſms, by reaſon whereof all 
the conteſts and frifes about it have riſen, that he is charged (if the 
command for Infant Circumcifon was not intended to warrant its 
praQtice) to be atleaſt the cauſa ſine qua 10n, that is the cauſe with- 
out which the conteſts about Infaxt Baptiſm had not been among con- 
ſcientious and profeſfing Chrilitans, 


Hence 
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Hence we do ſtick to it, and affirm with more than confidence, 
that God intended his. command for Infant Circumciſion (upon the 
parallel reſpects betwixt Infant Circnmc/ion and Infant Baptiſm, us 
aforeſaid) thould declare ame allowance of the practice of Infant 
Baptiſm, about which there hath been ſuch bitter oppoſition, by 
reaſon the Lord hath neither commanded it, nor forbidden it. 

God hates, eſpecially among his conicientious Diſciples, all ſuch 
conte(ts and quarrels ; For firit, he is (as he is truly tiled in a known 
place) the Author of Peace, and Lover of Concord, and calls all his 
Diſciples to peace. 

Andis the true Joſeph, who warns his Brethren not to fall out by 
the way, Gen. 45+ 24- but endeavonr to keep the unity of the Spirit, 
and the bond of eace, Epbeſ, 4. 3. 

Hence, ſurely the Lord Jz(us would not have been o negligent, 
car2le's, unmindful (aw}4v:ſe)as neither to command,or forbid lnfaxt 
Baptiſm, to have prevented the trifes aforeſaid (between two well 
meaning parties ) about it ; for that they are (o contrary, (eſpecially 
to break forth among his profeſſing Diiciples,) to his own inclination 
to Peace and Concord, (o much, and in divers places declared in 
the Scriptures. 

Uponall which aforeſaid, let us penſitate and weigh that good 
and wholſom expreſs in Pub/ick Baptiſm, 

Doubt ye not, but be well periwaded for the time to come, oh ye 
contradic:nts of nant Baptiſm! that God allows and owns that 
charitable work of ours in bringing Infants to his Holy Baptiſm; for 
that they are (beins Baptiſed) as good a document of remembrance 
to grown Chriſtians upon the account aforeſaid, as ever [nfant Cire 
eumciſion was, though commanded ; but yet commanded upon no 
other accouut , but by way of office, as aforeſaid reipeRively , by 
which Chriſtians Infants ought, and no otherwiſe to be Baptiſed, 

We ſhall not preſume to trouble the contradicents tqe/nfant Bep- 
H/mfurther, by multiplying more ſeemivg arguments :» Fecie for it, 
which yet i» re vera will be but repetitions, and idems per idens, Con- 
trary to the maxime. generalia generaliter, & ſemel dicenda. 

Therefore we defire (hem (criouſly to examine what we have here 
offered to conſideration, in reference to the Jultification of [fat 
Baptiſm, by our (through Gols Gireftion) New Diſcovery of the 
Way and means thereof, as aforeſaid, Yet 


hu, 
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Ye' give 1s leave io (ay, or a tuither illultration of the more than 
Provioie intiiuo of the Lord tO Wrap up his allowance and owning 
laj ant Bapti/ms in bis command for - wf4t C3rcumeiſion, and cipect- 
aily net protubiting it, without a repeuuon of another command for 
Infant Baptiſm; tor that the Spirit of Wicom ooth trequen: ly in 
Holy Writ told up for many Caules very much 1n httle, or in half | 
that hich is intended, and mult be exy licated reſpectively to make 
the ſenſe and (cope of the portion ot Scripture (where it is) full 
and compleat, to the purpole that the ſaid Scripture 1s appointed 
for. 

And there are many inſtances thereof in Holy Writ; but we will 
offer but two at preſent. One is in Pſal. 1.6, where it's (aid, the 
Lord knows the way of the righteows,. but the way of the mickgd ſhall 

rſh. 

In the fir part of the (aid Verſe, there muſt be ſuppoſed to make 
the ſenie thereof full and peripicuous, the contrary to that which is 
exprett in the latter part ot the Ver, ( viz.) the may of the wicked ſhall 
periſh, which is, the way of the righteome jball be preſerved, for preſer- 
vation is contrary ts perithing, 

Hence two axioms in the (aid part of the Verſe, one apparent, the 
Lord owns the way of the righteous; the other latent, which is this, the 
Lord laith, therefore the Lo:d preſerves the way of the righteom; 
the reaſon is, becauſe the righteous and wicked are Contrarres ; and, 
therefore, if the way of the wickgd ſhall periſh, therefore the way of 
the rig hteows ſhall be preſerved; anant's for that the Lord owns the 
way f the righteons, therefore his way ſhall be preſerved, 

In the latter part of the Verſe is pohtively attefted, that che way 
of the wicked ſhall periſh, the reaſon is clear, when the contrary to the 
tirſt part of thz Verſe is added and expreſſed, which is, the Lord oiſ- 

/ . owns the way of the wicked, as he owns the way of the r1ghteons upen 
«(ſa the accountgythat whether we are wicked or righteous ; therefore he 
1vichit$ avs Ciſowns the way of the wicked, Shall prerigh for that ſkF vighthon ba 
contrary The Proverbs of Solomon are full of ſuch latent and racir diſpoſures 
of Scriptures; but we thall give you but one intiance of the very | 
many fo couched there, as aforeſaid ; which ſaid infance is in Prov. | 
13.10. Only by pride, (or raſhneſs rather) cometh contention, but wh 
the well adviſed is miſdons, he 
re 


| 
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There mult be thele axioms laid down in the fic part of th© 
Verſe. 

1. Folly is th: attendant of Pride or Raſhnels. 

2, Therefore by Pride, (or Rathnels rather,) cometh contention. 

In the latter part of the Verſe the(e tivo axioms. 

1. Widom attends the well acviſed. 

2, Theretore With the well adviſed there is peace and quietneſs. 

In the firit pact of the Verie is {upplyed Folly, the contrary to 
Wiidom, (pecihed in the latter part of tne Verſe. 

And in th- latt-r part 1$ lupplyed the contrary to Contention in 
the firlt part of the Verle. 

Which contrary is Peace and Quietneſs ; and ſo the full ſenſe and 
ſcope of the {aid Verie is laid down e#the demonſtration of the cauſe Cy 
of Rathne(s, v:&. Folly week Rathnels is the cauſe of all contention. 

In the latte” part of the Verſe is laid down the cauſe of well ad- 
viſednels, which is Wiidom z and that being with the well adviſed, it 
cauſeth and prelerveth Peace and Quieinels, which is the contrary to 
Contention in the fir it part of the Verſe, 

Thus it appears how the Spirit of God doth in Holy Writ con- 
tra and wrap up many depending ax'oms, which are requifitely to 
be ſupplyed to explicate the intended ſenie and ſcope in them for 
dreviries ſake, 

And the ground and warrant of the contraRtion by Latent and tacir 
difpoiures of them in the portions of Scriptures where they are, is 
from the rule of contraries in Logick; for that contraries are ſuch op- 
polites, that #no affir-ato, alteruns negatar, and uno negato, alterum 
affirmatur, becauic they do ratione & re inter ſe diſſemare., 

That is, contraries are iuch oppoſites, that one being affirmed, 
the other mult bz denyed, and one being denyed, the other mult be 
affirmed ; becauſe ſuch opp»ſites both in Logical reſpeR, or reſpe- 
Give reaſonings; and in alſo their reſpective natures & beings, oppoſe 
one another, as the righteous and wicked do. 

And therefore where ſuch oppoſites are diſpoſed together, the in- 
telligent can draw for. h for the reſpeRive uſes, ſuch latent and racir 
2xioms out of thoſe that are mentioned and expreſledin the ſaid Scrip- 
tures; As the Lord knows or owns the way of the righteoos, there- 
fore he diſowns the way of the wicked, becauſe the wicked is con- 
tary in his way to the way of the righteous. So 
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So the way of the wicked ſhall periſh, as it 1s expreſſed. 

Therefore the way of the righteoms ſhall be ſafe, or preſerved ; for 
at the wicked and righteous ones Ways (owned and difowned) are 
contraries, as in the firlt patt of the Verſe declared. 

Se in Prov, 13. 10, By Pride or raſhn: [+ cometh contention, there- 
fore with well acviſedneſs, or with the well adviſed is quietneſs and 
peace; for that raſhneis and well adviſedneis are oppohte contraries; 
and therefore, if by raſhnels cometh contention, it muſt follow 4 
contrarits contrariariorum conſequentius that is,from the contrary con- 
tequentials of conicquences ; trum well adviiedneis comes peace and 
quietneſs. 

So if Wiidom is the attendant of well adviſedneſs a$ it's expreſt to 
be in the Verſe, with the well adviſed ws wiſdom; for that is the 
cauſe of well adviiedneis, and the guide of the well adviled. 

Therefore by the rule of contraries, as aforeſaid, Folly is the at- 
tendant a:'d Cauie of raſhneſs, for that is the oppoſite to Wiidom. 

Now if all !uch portions of Scripture (wh-rein luch /atert and 
tacir diipoſures of axioms are contained, as are in Pſalms 1. 6, and 
[rov.1} .10.(in which Book multitudes are contained) were, cuperty 
was, CF uno intwits, laid forth, that is, opzned at once, and 
rovether ; how voluminous and big would they iwell the Bible unto? 
even too big for a Pocket reception, and a Vade Mecum upon the 
account aforeſaid. Neither could the Bible be read over (o {(oon and 
often, with all the axioms relating to the ſaid reſpe&ive portions of 
Scriptures, andexplained (as they muſt be) to make the intent and 
ſcope of them appear to open view, as they do being diſpoſed as they 
now are, by the {upplies added out of each contrary, as aforeiaid. 

Therefore the Lord in great Wiſdom , diſpoied multitudes of 
Divine axioms in Holy Writ for brevities cauſe, and ends and pur- 
poles aforeſaid. 

And may we not (in like manner) think that the Lord omitted his 
Command for l»fant Bapriſme, though he allow and own it upon the 
reſpeive accounts aforeſaid betwixt it and /»fant Circumciſion, in 
reference to their reſpeQive Adminiltrations for brevitics cauſe, and 
to avoid needleſs repetitions; which if he had commanded it expreſ- 
ly, yet it had not been (nor could be) upon any other account than 
that which he gave for /»fa:r Cirommeiſion, : 

or 
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for which it was to be done by way of office only, and g00d i 


ment co others concerns at preſent, not their own; and there 

fince infant Baptiſms may be done by way of office alſo, and to a - 
000d purpoſe as ever Infant Circumciſion Was, it was needlels © 
(with reverence be it ſpoken) for the Lord to repeat a new Com- 

mand for fant Baptiſns alſo, for that upon the account aforeſaid, it 

had been (we believe) but a tautology idem ad pee idems, that is the SP 
ſame to which went before ex fine re: upon the matter , if hz had 

given another Command for /nfant Bap'iſms alto, 

Thus we have offered to contiderativn the leveral grounds and 
reaſons why the Lord might omit (upon rational grounds,) to give a 
Command for [»fant Baptiſm, and could give no prohibition againlt 
Infant Baptiſm upon the account before d:mnvfirated betwixt {z- 
fant Baptiſm, and Infant Circumciſion, we .\1ve now we hops iuth- 
ciently argued the dzmonſtration of Juſtificaticn of Infant Bapti/ns 
by a New Diſcovery ; which Diſcovery is found out by the contide- 
ration of thoſe two great and uſeful Sacraments or Mylteries, (v1z.) 
Circumciſion and Baptiſm, which the Lord appointed and brought in, 
and annexed to his reipective diſpenſatiors Legal and Evangelical, 
for ſuch uſes and ends as are before declared , and that for the re- 
moving of two great impediments, (v;z.) the groſs Sins, firtt by 
Circumeifion in 11s Myſtetie 3 and then the remaining defilements 
(that for ſome time continue until w:thed away, (viz.) by Baptiſm 
In its Myſterie, both which the groſs Sins and remaining dehile- 
ments of Sin, do impede and oblirut (until removed) the coming 
back again to the Child-like innocent life and tate which our Saviour 
declares to be done for an entrance into the Kingdom of Hzaven ; 
Therefore he ſets a little Child in the mid(t of his Diticiples, Mats, 
18, 3, and then declares ſo much unto them, as aforeſaid. 

Hence ("ircumciſion and Baptiſms upon the account afo e aid, were 
brought in by way of office only, as repreſentitavzly documental, 
and teaching in their reſpeive MyRteries in reference to the ends 
and purpoſes they were appointed for, as aforeſaid. 

And for that our Saviour declares the Child-like innocert life to 
de the pattern and exemplar to which Circwncifon and Bapriſms in 
their reſpeRive operations do relate and tend unto reipeaively, 
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H:rce th Lord ordiinz 4 Infant Circumciſion to repreſent the (aid 
Chil4 1 ke innucent life and fate by way of office and good docu. 


mnt as aforeſaid, to grown 1ſraelites at preient, to mind them 


thereof what rule of life they mult 199k unto, and alſo by both (ir. 
cume ſion 1nd Baptiſm :0 relating and depending, operations re.pe- 
Rively, as 1f0.efaid ; and therefore both are to be teceived or ly 


. Way of office, and that in reference to others, not themſelves at 


preſent. Weg 

And W- 5-1i-ve allo, that moſt of the Bible, eſpecially the Hiſto» 
ric2l pa: ts of it,of things done,or not to bz done;or otherwiſe of con+ 
ſequence, are not iv itten for ſuch uſe and end as the lecter of them 
ſeems to expreF; but for higher concerns by way of office deſigned 
by God thzreunto, though they be declared 1n literal expreſles, yet 
not to be done upon literal accoun's only, as they ſcem t , hold forth, 

For cx1 We imagine that the Holy and Infinite Wile God, who 
knows things (intws & 1n cute, )paſt,preſent,and to come, would cauſe 
a Vo\un1to b: compiled of ſo low and | ſordid things, us the letter 
doth expreſs an | for no 1thzr MyKeries under them, and to cauſeit 
to be c2ll:d his i{oly Bibl2, and Sacred Word of his, molt profitable 
for inftruRion of good manners according to Divine Truth, and re- 
preof uf evil manners, comfort of dej=cted ones for want of his Di- 
vin? 2niterwenly preſence ;z to make them of a Holy and Heavenly 
life, and to exhort th:m that are too ſlow in purſuing of good, and 
and © dehort th: 11 whoſe feet are too (witt to run after evil, 2 Tim, 
3-16,17. 

Thus Lhe cannot imigine, that the Lord would ſuffer his ſaid Vo- 
lumn to b- hll:d with to many expreſſes, as in lett-r they ſeem to 
look to be lone the clear contrary way. 

Therefore We b-lieve, they all hold forth ſomthing or other by 
way of office and good document, to repreſent the way and means 
by which the fall:n Humnity is to be made (through their Myſterie) 
better towards its amen{ment to piety again, or wiereby the 
wicked and perg-ve'ing evil Humanity grows worſe and worle, ac- 
cording to thit 2 Tim. 3.13, : 

And ſo was that of Lot's daughters praQtiſes, in reference to entice 
and perſuaJe their Father, and his yielding and complying with ſuch a 
wickedneſs, as the letter of the Scripture ſeems to hold out ; for = 

l 


= 
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itis ſo contrary to Nature, and againſt the Layy of Naitors, like that 
as is mentioned, 1 Cor. 5.2, 


Yet neither they, nor Zo their Father have any refleGion of evil caſt on #4m 


for what they did reſpectively, but all pafſed over in (lence, viithour 
mentioning any failing in then, but declaripg their reſpeRive faR, 
without inentioning more than what they did, 

Therefore ome better Myl'ery was intended and deſfiened under 
what was done, than What the letter ſeems to hold forth; nor was 
that true in the letter Ver. 31, 'That there ws not a Man in the Earth 
(if we iake the Earth for the habitable World) to come in unto them 
after thz nianner of al. the Earth; for there were then many they 
Might have married with, and ſome of Abraham's Seed allo, 

Hence (ome further elign muſt be int:nced then that un Zer the 
letter, and that of a good document, for that God (1aiih St, James, 
Chip. 1.) tempts no man to evil. 

Jac b Beb. m 10 uch contemptible Writer as many account lim ) 
tells us in bis 1)/ſerinm magnam on the ſaid Scriptiire, of a more 
ſublime 2nd docrmentall; uleful defign the Lord had in o:dcring all 
the ſaid cran{2Rivrs betwixt Lor's davghters, and of Lot their Fa- 
ther to be as th:y are Recorded. 

And who can perſuade themſelves, that Lot, who is.called a righte- 
ous man, and vexed his righteous Soul, 2 Per. 2,7, with the unclean 
converſation of the Sodemnites ? ſhould do luch an horrid evil as the 
letrer doth expreſs? for then the Poets Verſe he had verified in him- 
ſelf; | 
Turpe eft doftori cum culpa redarguit tpi, 1/2/1411 

A. 


For he that was vexed with the unclean converſation of the Sodomntes, 
committed a more foul unclzanne:s himſelr,if the letter be there true 
of what they did without a Myſterie ; Therefore we ought to decline 
ſuch like conceptions of ſuch [Holy Men as Tot is recorded to be. 

And ſurely Holy Men of God (who ſpake that, and all Scripture, 
28 they were moved by the Holy-Gholt ) would not have recorded 
thoſe fas of Saints; an1 if they had;tnen with ſome monition annzxed 
to the publicaticn of them, but nothing of blemiſh to them is hinted 
in the ſaid Scripture, 
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If ths words that be here publiſhed by Holy Men, be to ſer forth 
Lot's Daughters, and Lor's p:aRtiſes as their unnaural wickedneſs, 

Then thoſe Holy men who writ them, did moſt contrary to Dawid's 
advice, » Sam. 1. Tell it not in Gath, nor publiſhit in Askelon, 

Not in Gath, wraths Wine preis, where p:ofane perſons 
{queez2 out thz dregs of highelt reproach (upon all occahons ) of faQg 
recorded in Scripture, dons by moſt eminent Saints of Cod, 

Th: Narrative of Jlcobs bavirg ſo many Wives toge:h:r ; and 
the Patriarchs m:arty Corcub nes ;: How ©o carnal and vitious 

en abulc it to a libertyzot rhe Fleth, even to the committing ereat 
folly in 1ſrael ? \ 

They thereupon take | to have many Waves together, if 
not in one place, yet in Many and in divers Countreys ; at leaſt many 
Concubines, bec1uis the Antients had ſo, when a$ in the beginning 
God appointed to the Ma") hut onz Wife ; and the reaſon is given, 

LX HMMal 20.15. Becauſe he ſonght a cotly Seed . and Our Saviour told 
the Phariſees upon thzir cavilous quarie to Him, Matr. 15. 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8. that from the beginnirg it was not ſo; Therefore it's al:o- 
oether contrary to the firit Inſtitution of Marriage in the Innocent 
ttate, and after the fallen humanity returns to his Cod again, it will 
Flals bein the ſaid as in the bevinning, Mat. 15. 4,5, 6. 

But becaule they find in Holy Writ, that the old Fathers had many 
Wives, and that the Waves laid their Handmaic's by their Husbands, 
th:refore they pervert th: Divine delizn of God to a carnal (and 
ſomrimes profane) abuſe, and meavirg quite contrary to Gods 
ſaid deſign in his permifſion aforeſaid, wheſe ways are not the carxal 
Mans ways : nor»Hus thoughts their thoughts, Iii. 55.8. As it was 

| q told by a very ſober pericn in the prelence of divers gthat Sarah 
Ty fot ont $497 (whom St. Peter (pecifies, 1 Per. 3.6.) to bs an Exemplar of 
| Piety in her Converſation , was the firft Bawd who gave her Maid- 
Servant to her Husband Abraham, 
Quis talia fando temperat ? m— 
For that it was- told in Gath, (as the letter expreſſes it) 
wraths Wine-prel(s to {queez out reproach againlt the Saints of Cod, 
| whoſe ways are not- their ways, but above their fight, 2s they ftand 
| Hh recordedin Scripture ; nd; what was told in Askelen, where falſe 
| weights are uſed; (as Askelon f9nifies) which thoſe the malitiovs and 
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envious Jews uſed bztwixt Chritt and Barrabes, in that they rejected 
Caritt, and choie Sarrab4s a notorious robber ; it falls out io often- 


times, thata leis cftence is aggravated againit Saints that fail, as Koz: ) 
Gal. 6.1. are ſpread a5:0ad with great intulting , when notorious their /ub# 


pratiics of vicious men ace hid, if pothible ; but it they cannot, then 
I:fſened and exculed wit and by the recorded ityings of the Saints, 
as Noah, Lot, and David, &c. wh» ftand recorded upon higter 
accounts by the Spirit ot Goos dir:caion, than they are capable to 
under:iand in thz blindneſs of their underttandings ; Thus the fleſhly 
reaſon doth abuſe the reſpective Natratives ot the Saints ations of 
ſuch and luch, as aforeaid, 

For the ſaid Fathers had their communion with Cod, and his 
Heavenly Spirit, and periormed their Services in the Hou:e of God, 
th: heart ot, Humanity, Hebr, 3. in and throngh the <pitit of God, 
n2ither could they perform any Services acceptable to Goc, without 
the Heavenly Spirit, 1 Cor. 2. 14. Roms. 8.5, 6, 7,8. 

But <>: earthly Spirits of natural rea{on take no regard (as a Ger. 
maxe (aith) to the Spirit of the Lord, ito be they have but the letter, 
they are content to cett in its naked expreſs, and thereupon take the 
things recorded only as the letter expreſl<s them. 

Whereupon it comes to pals, that the carnal figurative man thinks 
the Divine and Spirxual Ordinances, are for the moſt part made 
ule of for an earthly lult ip the Fleſh; and then declare and ſay, the 
Lord ſo meant and intended it, for that the Holy Scriptures holdgit 
out in the expreſs letter of them. 


And ſo it doth, that men are trees, and Herod a Fox, yet th:y are. 
to ſignify ſome furtazr confiderations as they will confeſs, which yet- 


ia many othec things they will not yield that hieher Myſteries are 
under th2m, but ick to the letter, and miltake thereby moſt of the 
Ordinances and Services whichthey take out of the letter , ard fav, 
the Scripture 18 written (a$1it is acknowlecged) by the Holy Spirit, 
wh'ch muſt be our rule ; and he that will deny it, that the Holy Spirit 
bath not ſo meant it as they fancie, through tne bhindne(s of their 
earthly reaſon, then h+ muſt bz a Seducer and an Heretick that ſaith 
otherwiſe than thzy (a1; whereas urder the (aid letter other thinvs (as 
St. Paul tells the Jews, Gal. .;. 4.) are meant; and Jacob Behens. 
Ceclares, . that Divine and ticavenly Myiteries are meant by and 
tarou, h 
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through the pratiſes of - Loz's Daugthers, and of Lot himſelf, as he 
ſaith, for that the antient Fathers recorded in the Old Tettament, 
had their communion with God, and his Heavenly Spirit, neither 
could they perform their Servicesin the Houle of God, the heart of 
the Humanity, Hebr. 3. 6, acceptable to God without the Heavenly 
Spirit, 1 Cor. 2.14. Row. 8. 5,6, 7,8. 

But the earthly Spirits of natural reaſon take no heed that there is 
further meaning and intention of the Spirit of God under the letter ; 
but if they have the plain letter expreis, then they are contert in and 
with their Services ( without minding whether the Spirit of 
God have a further and more ſecret meaning under the letter, yea 
owned) as it had under the two Mountains, G al. 4. 24, 25. 

And they ſy the Scriptures are written by the Holy-Ghoſt ; and 
it's confeſt ſo they are : hut yet the Spirit of the Lord muſt open that 
within the vale, (2 Cor. 3.13, 14, 15.) before they can know the 
mind of God in the ſaid Scriptures, Roms. 2.10, 11. Which ate, and 
muſt be our rule of direEtion, 

Yet they are ſo confident they know the Scriptures ſenſe, by what 
the letter holds out, as they will not Cepart from it, though they may 
read in the ſame Scriptures how the learned Scribes and Phariſees 
miſtook the letter of the Scriptures, to the cauſing of great conten- 
tions among themſelves concerning Chriſt, that he could not be a 
Prophet, ſee Fohs 7, ver. 40. to ver. 53. what bandying there was 
among them about our Lord ; ſome whoſe hearts were opened, (as 
Ly4ia's was) did affirm him to be the Prophet ; ſome that be was the 
Chriſt : But the Scripture learned denyed it upon the account of the 
place from whence he came, (viz.) Galilee ; therefore he could not 
be the Chriſt, for that the Scripture ſaith ſo, affirm the learned 
that Chriſt came of the Seed of David, and out of the Town 
of Bethlehem; and how incenſed were they againſt Nicodemus, 
for wiſhing them to conſider their Law that condemns no man 
before it hear him, and know whar he doth, 

They asked him if he were of Galilee, and bid him ſearch and look, 
they meant in the Scripture letter ſurely ; For ont of Galilee ariſeth 
no Prophet. But if theſe learned men had not been blinded in their 
carnal reaſon, but underſtood that the Lord appointed all theſe 
names by way of office as fignificants of further Myſteries under = 

ſal 
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cid literal names, then they would not have been (o confident in 
their we ſay, and no ſay, forintheir Mylterie ; all theſe aforeſaid 
ſpecifications, ( (ome whereot thzy owned, but ignorantly) the other 
bo denyed, that a Prophet doth not ariie out of Galilee, which yer 
there doth ariſe Proph:ts; and Chrift the Prophet allo there, as 
Galilee in its word hgnifies Converſion 6r turnipg about, and in re- 
ference to Gods dehign to the new life by repentance ; therefore (© 
much is ſpoken of Chrilts appearing to his Diſciples in Galilee, that 
is, in their turning about to hin}; and ſo much is exprefled of Chriſt 
going into Gali/ee, and Preaching in Galilee, 

Soit was alſo true that Chrilt was of the Seed of Davidin the 
Myſterie, as Davidin his office figures forth , which is the lovely 
Service. 

So Chriſt came out of Bethlehem, the houſe of Bread, as that 
Town in its name figureth forth ; and doth not Chriſt ſay of himſelf, 
Jobs 6. 49+ 50. that He is the Bread that came down from Heaven? 
lo of the City of Nazareth was Nathaniel! allo miſtaken in, and 
that out of the letter, 

When Philip aid to him, John 1. 45. of whom Afoſes in the Law, 
and the Prophets did write, 

Teſus of Nazareth the Son of Joſeph : Nathaniel replies, Can 
any good thing come out of Nazareth ? this he gathered from the letter 
only, for that it was a contemprible City ; and yet Mart. 21.11. 
the multitud: confe's that he was Jeſus the Prophet of Nazareth of 
Galilee, and ro that City was the Angel ſent to Mary, Lyke 1. 26, It 
was a City of Galilee; Now all theſe had under their reſpeRive literal 
names, their reſpeRtive Mytleries contained, And can we think 
otherwiſe, when the Spirit of God cauſeth the ſaid reſpeRive names 
tobe ſo punAually recorded, it cannot be witkcut ſucha defien; for 
as the Apoſile ſaith 1 (or. 9. Doth Cod take ſuch care for Oxen, as 
to cauſe Moſes to write a Law for them, without a further or higher 
concern than Oxer, 

And ſo doth the Spirit of God cauſe ſo many Scripture names for 
Ciphers, urly to be written without a defign of creater Myſteries 
under them, which the learned Scribes were ignorant of , and there- 
forz denyed Chri(t to be a Prophet, and the Chriſt of God, fer that he 
cometh out of Galilze; and out of Nazareth thzy thought no good 
thing could come. And 
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And Nathaxiel thought ſo for a time, that no good thing could 
com? out of Nazareth ; whereas Nazareth hgnifics Separation, and 
Chritt is ſaid, Heb.7.26. to be Holy, harmlezis, teparate trom Sinners; 
and therefore in the Myſterie of the name, he cometh a Prophet our 
of Nazareth, and io ariierh a Prophet out of Galilee, which in the 
Mytterie of the name 6gnifies a turning about , eq-aterzzid; ard 
therefore Nazareth 15 a City in Ga lee ;, ternal mmnodtytteric 
hgnitiy turning about ; Nazareth which fignifies Separation, muſt 
be a City there ; for Separation is the end ard icope of turning avout, 
A:ts 26. from darkneſs to light, aud from the power of Satan to God, 

We have made the large oivrethon aforeia1d; for that we think it 
correſpondent to our aim in every particular, which is to perſwade 
God fearing people to ſearch by Prayzr and Meditation, whether (as 
we have before off:red to confideration) the greateſt part of Gods 
Holy writines, from th2 firſt of Ge». to the latt of the Revel. are not 
to be looked upon, and enquired into as to be w:itten for our learning 
of higher MyReries than the letter holds forth unto us) which will be 
conſented unto by us, when the Lord opens our thoughts to conſider 
and apprehend, that they are mofily by way of cffice, and as repre- 
ſentatives (as th? two Mountains were, G al, 4.) of higher Myſteries 
to be ownedand received by the Jews. 

And now wz return to offer to conſideration the Divine and Hea- 
venly reaſon, that the Holy Cod had in permitting the old Fathers 
recorded in the Old T2ftament, to have {6 many Wives; and to take 
Handmaids to their bed, and have ſo many Concubines ; which was 
a kind of needfulneſs (conſideratis confiderandss) in reference to the 
fallen humanity, being fallen from Cod, whereby the true marriage 
with one Man and onz Woman was broken off, which othetwiſe had 
never ben, that the Man ſhould tave had more Wives than one (as 
appears by Aal. 2.14, 15.) given him of Cod, for to beget of the 
ſame on? taxtof fruit, or Children; and the reaſon is for that canſa 
qua cauſa ſemper facit 1dems. 

Hence the many Wives cam? in through diſobedience, and figured 
forth, that when the Man fell away (rom that Feavenly Diety, he 
then bzgat with his Wife two ſorts of births of dfferent natures, by 
reaſon whereof, one killed rhe other, figured forth in Cain, Gen. 4. 8. 
who killed his Brother Abel, the breath of God ; and therefore if 


the 
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if the rev@lt from Go. had not been committed, theti the only Mar- 
Triage which Co9 made 1hthe beginning” had net been broken" teis 
ther had the 14andmaids been needful to bring fo: th Uh dren; ' !! © 

Bui when ihe only God (aww that his Marriage that he had made in 
Unity and Concord was broken off, and that from the Apoſtate and 
cor. up. ;;eneration .here came forth always ſtrife and cont2ntion, 
figured torth by and in (he (trugling in Rebeceabs womb, Gen: 2 5.22, 
23. Which Gods pure and Holy Spirit could hot endure that there 
ſhould be alw:;s ſtrife and difſention in the humane being; and 
therefore he looked upon the Power and Omnipotency of his b2ing 
and Spirit, for to 5eg:t thereout Miniſters and Servants (through 
his molt grezt W:..:om) to ſet up, and by deprees to re-<ttabliſh 


through their ſecvicz, thz oily Marriage again, by the beg-rting of Perry, $0rts 


Pre Chilign in a figure, F, 20Y 
'®*Ta this end th: Lord at firſt choſe Abrahams for a Servant, *1nd a 
Father, to mak2 him truitful as well Divinely as Hamanely, Romo. 9.9. 
Out of whoſe ſruitfulne's there was brovght forth Iſaac 5 J-cob, 
David, So/omo'r1, Moſes, and. many others, ta whom the manly being 
waS in Itre!1yth vo be ſerviceable to God, 

And th's manl; power (underſtand it Spiritually) faith the Ger- 
mane aloreſaid was inclined to generate ; Now he could not generate 
without the hzlp of a Female, that is, (ſaith the aforeſaid Germoane) 
love to the fruitſulneſs of God, Truth, 'Comprehenfion , and Un- 
derftanding, which are all Ferninine. | 4 

Now theſe Women hid yer Handmaids,' by whom they wert 
ſerved, and whom thzy might bring tp their Husbands for to con- 
cave by them. "7 Hes 1 f : 

For they well knew thar they (hould nor at firſt conceive by their 
Husbands, unleſs th2, laid(ſo the Deity ordered it;) thetr Handmaids 
(which are Faith, Hope, and Love; Gbds ovediente in figute ) with 
their Hughands ; oib<rwiſe they could not bring forth any Fruits 
(Spiritually ) in the Humanity. | | 
Behold for this reaſon the Women laid a Handmaid with their Hugs- 
bands,to the egd that he thereby ſhould ingender and beget increaſe or 
fruit, which is'a ſecviceable work, whereby the- earthly luſts ate 
broken and deſtroyed. 
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. - Now for this end Sar«b laid her Handmaid called Hagar by her 
Husband, (and the is agrowing and increating Woman coming out 
of affliction, for ſhg came out ot Egypr) of her, Abraham begat an 
illegitimate Child, before Sar-b can bring forth a legitimate Child, 
Hagars Child was named [jheael, and called Gal, 4. The Son of 
the Bondwoman, Hagat, aforeſaid. 
->0 Rachel the lawiul, Wite (for nw hom Jacob ſerved 7 years) 
G ) bad Leah, which ts a Labratels, who was la'd firlt with Jacob, Rachels 
Husbani, with who.n the Husband mutt firlt bege: fruit, Ger, 29, 
32. aad her ficti bacn was Reuben , th: Son of Sight, which is the 
hilt fruit to þe b:cught forth, Als 25.17, 18. To whom I ſend thee, 
fo agen t1Neir eyes, and totury them from darkneſs tolight, which was 
the hit thing Aaevias ſaid to. Paul, eAtts 9. 17, 18. Brother 
Saul recesve th y ſight. Then was brought forth (Gen, 29. 33.) 
Simeon, Hearing, which is the rext to Sight, and then Levi, wer. 34. 
one acjoyned ; for aftzr thz Seeing and Hearing with the eyes and 
ears of thzir underitandings, which the Apoſtle prays for in the Ephe- 
fians 'behalf, (hep, 1. 18. then there.1s way made to be joyned 
(in a further preparation), with the D-ity and Humanity, And 
ther is born Judab, Confelſion, in which God is owned, - according 
to that Pſal. 76.1. In Judah # God known or owned, his Name «s 
great in liracl; that is, his Being is greatin the prevailer, as the 
Angel interprets the name, Gev. 32. 28. | 
Theſe therefore are the Acmunilizations that 20 before in reference 
tothe preparation, for the Deity anZ renewed Humanity to'bz joyned 
together, even as ouc Saviour let forth ſeveral Adminiſtrations (in 
reference to his own office to bz done by him.) under the names (in 
|  __@ Myſtecie) of his Diſcplee ; , as firſt, he aiſigns. Simon, it notes 
wt 07 Aearing obedience, att: 10. 2. For that the Sinner is firlt called to obedi- 
"00 winch is the obedience of Faith, Roms. 1. 5, 6,26, And 
therefo.e is called Perer, that is,” the Rock of Faith ſounded on thz 
ob:dience. The next ſent forth is Andrew, which notes Virility or 
Strength , which is next -to Simon Feter , the obedience of Faith, 
which brings forth th2 Rrength, as appears Hebr. 1 1. tot. c4p. And 
we are commanded to be ſtrong in the Lord,” Epheſ. 6. 10, &c. hence 
called Simon Peter's brother in the MiRerie, The next 'in his office 
is James, the ſame with Jacob, the ſubduer of the: fin , the =_ to 
ndrew 
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Andrew th: trength, for then able to overcome by wreftlins, as Jacob 
did, and he is the Son of Zebedee endowed, or a Yood dowry, as 
Facob had when he wreſtled and prevailed, Gey, 22. 28. 

Now becaule all this,as Paw! (auth ( 1Cor,1 5.10.) i through Grace 
I laboured more than you all ; yet not 1, bug the grace of God in me. 

.: Therefore John, the Grace. of Gad is.next y/arid is the Brother 

ames (ent to Preach in the wilderneſs of Jadea, Matt. 3, 1. in that 
bewildred (tate (after they come out of the houſe of Bondage) of the 
confuſed thoughts in the repenting Sinner, that leads him from one 
by-path to another, 

Hence. God in great Mercy and care ta the repenting Humanity, 
ſends Jobs the Baptiſt , as thz forerunner (to the thorow waſher 
the Chriſt of God, Epheſ. 5. 27.) to waſh away the remaining de- 
filements of Sin, fic(t in thz River of Judgment, ver, 6, and this John 
is thz Son of Zacharias, the remembrance of the Lord, Luke 1. 72. 
for the Lord remembcred his oath, ver. 7 3. 

And his office was to prepare the way of the Lord, by pulling down 
the high Mountains, the high thoughts of carnal reaſon, ro make ſtrait 
the crooked ways, the (ſubtle windings and turnings of the.carnal rea- 
ſon, as thoſe lubtil: Jews had, Lakg 20. 20, 21. the rough ways 
ſmooth, the boytierous and rugged thoughts in the carnal reaſon, as 
were in Pasl b:fore his Convernon, Atis 9g. 20. & Atts 16. inthe 
Jailor. T hen ſhall all fleſh ſee the Salvation of Gd, Luk, 3. 6. Iſa.62.1. 

Hence we ſee how our Lord ſent forth his own Adminittrations in 
and by way of office, in reference to his own deſign. 

And therefore it need not (cem ſtrange, that the Lo:d ſhould per- 
mit and order ſome things to be done (in an extraordinary way) by 
the Old Fathers, Abrabam Iſaack, Jacob, David, Solomon, to take 
to themſelves ſo many Wives & Handmaids, by whom they b:gat ſo 
many and divers Childrew, even to figure forth in a Mifterie ; the 
breaking thereby the many Luſts by cegrees in the yet unrenewed 
Humanity. 

And therefore eAbraham begat a Son of Hagar, as aforeſaid, 
called Iſhmael, to figure forth the Servantthip under che Law; which 
muſt be caſt out when Sarah the Belief, hath brought forth 1ſaack the 
true Joy, Gal. 4. 25. then mult [hmac! be caſt out, for that hz was 


the figure of the Servantſhip under the Law, $ al. 4. 30. 
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\. $Þ 4ÞR;1t apes: thab Sarab het-giving Hager, was by way of 
T1 

of a oy Sed of the event under the phe A. 

to bs bego' ten "y eAlrabam, to figute torth it ts be firft broughe 

{oith; beteie the freedomrfh'p which is inthe Eeliet, Gal.4.1,2, The 

likes (6 be talu of the reft, vas Aforeſato,. 

Hence they ar6:tg be lovkedupon 2s Spiritual Wiv .s, Handmaids, 
Concybines inGeds defigh, thoyph they were alfo creaturely Wives 
wh-m they lid with-their tiusbancs, to bring forth Children in a 
My ite.ie by them, and nqt to ſatisfy their Luſt thereby, as the carnal 
men of the world think, ana thereby practice it ; and juſtify them- 
ſelves in' {0 doing, upow the Old” Fathers having many W:ves, as 
aforeſaid, | ; 

But this cannot be owned in reaſon, that the Lord (ſhould wink at 
this in ſuch Holy Men as the Old Fathers were ; nor that the Lord 
did connive at 1t to replenifh the World thereby the ſooner ; For 
that God had rather begin (+. World anew as he did after the Flood, 
which was deltroyzed meezly tor that cauſe, Ger. 6, 4, 5, 6, Fc. 

And it's ſaid that the Lord ſought a Godly Seed, Mal. 2. 15, 
Therefore there could be no ſuch conn: vence from: the Lord upon 
any ſuch account aforeſaid z neither would the'Lord have ſuffered his 
Holy Prophets to have ſtuffed his Holy Scriptures with ſuch Rories, 
tothe giving a liberty to the-Fleth, and ſo to the corrupting of good 
manners, and bringing in an ungodly See >, 

This cannot by ſober Men be y'#!0ed nnto, for that the Scriptures 
are Spiritual, and have for their ſcope, Spiritual things and ceſfigns, 
for that God is a Spitit, and will be woriivpp.d in Spirit and Truth, 
Jobn 4. 23. 

Th-refore if we look.upon their W: ves, as cteatural W.ves only 
in Gods deſign and aim, we erre and miſtake, not knowing the Sc:1- 
piures what they men in their My ſerie, nor yet the Holine's of Ged, 
who is ſaid (Hab. 1.13.) to be of purer eyes than to behold /riqu ty, 

Beſides, theſe Husban's had more Concubin.s, which ficured 
forth alſo by way of cffice, Miniſtcing Epirits which move to and fro, 
and are alſo Feminine by whom the Husbands eſpectally were ſerved 
in the divid2d times, for they were no longer to continue but until the 
lawful Wife becam2: pregnant by her lawful tu:sband, and then the 
Handmaids with the Corccubines have periormed Spicitualiy (andin 


their 
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their Myſtery ) their Service to a Divine fruitfulneſs, as Handmaids, 
Mary the Mother of our Lord who calls her ſelf a Handmaid, 
(Luky 1. 38.) was the laſt Handmaid, becauſe ſhe brought forth the 
Chrilt of God the Saviour, who is the end of the Law and Prophets, 
and 6f the Types and Figures ; Therefore when he comes and is born 
in us out of Z4ary, that pure Vitgin Do@rine, God ſaith,Caſf out the 
hbondmaid with her Son,Gal.4.27 .as it was ſaid when Sarah the lawful 
Wife had brought forth /ſaack, the Son of true joyfulneſs , then 
Sarah cauſed Abrabam (Gen. 46,10) to (aſt out the bondwoman 
ard her Son. 

Hence it's apparent that Sarah gave no more Hagar her Hand- 
maid to her Husband, 

And when the Handmaid with her Son is caſt out, then God ſets 
up in his Chciftly being the decayed Marriage in its former State and 
condition even as it was ordained of God at firlt ; namely, one Man 
and one Woman inward in the Spirit (2 Cor. 11. 2.) and outward 
among the creatures, 1 Tim. 3.2. Tit 1.16. 1Cor.g.sy. 

He that will not in this laſt part of time be obedient to this Chtiſt. 
ly Marriage in the one only being ; but will chooſe falſe Marriages, 
and marry Wives and Concubines to the ſatisfying of his fleſhly de- 
fires, becauſe they read the Old Fathers aforeſaid had many, (but in 
a Myſterie only, as aforeſaid) let him take heed, for fuch an one 
will be judged in the fight of God for a Whoremoneer, and (hall nor, 
according to the Word of the Lord, have any portion in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. for that they are miltaken in the ground 
add motive of their praRtice of having many Wives and Concubines, 
becauſe the Old Fathers had many ; but it was practiſed and allowed 
them upon another account aforeſaid, and not to ſatisfy their Carnal 
Luſts and defires thereby. 

AnJ1 as many miſtake the reaſon of GCods,allowance to the intro- 
ducing great licentiouſne(s; ſo not a few miſtake the Apoſtles tefti- 
mony of Gods loving Facob, and hating Eſau, before they had done 
2000 or evil, whereby they ſzem to introduce great partiality in Cod, 
(to Gods great diſhonour ) with whom there is no repect of perſons; 
and can there be more partiality appear then in this, to love ſome 
before, or without preconfidecing they had done 200d, and hating 
others before (or without preconſidecing) they had done evil. ; 

The 


got: 4wy 


tay? 


{ 


| 


46 Infant Baptiſm J»ſtified by a New Diſcovery. 

The milchiefs theſe may intreduce, (ex fine ret) ate preſumptiong 
in ſome upon their falle periwaſion to think th:mſelves beloved of 
God with love of acceptation,beiore they have done good perſonally, 
as God requires, 10 upon Gods hating t ſas before he had, or is pre. 
conſidered to do evil perſonally ; what can it eviderce in God, if 
it were (as it is not) ſo, but higheſt ſeverity without Juſtice in Godg 
doing it? and then St, James's celtimony 1s not truz, Mercy rejoyceth 
over Tudgment, James 2,13, Put ſeverity ro ſome before they do 
evil perionally , rejoyceth over Mercy ; and what can it produce in 
ſuch as think upon their eternal Rate , but diſtraftions, doubts, and 
_ yea deſperation it ſelf, as tories, and not a few witneſs (0 
much? 

Therefore - we aſſure our ſelves, that Gocs loving and 
hating Jacob and Eſaw before they had done good and evil, ig de. 
clared only by wy of office, and as reſpeRive repreſentatives of two 
dillin& beings under thoſe tivo names; for in Jacob the Breath of God 
is in him, and that God loves before it du perionally g00d, becauſe it 
' comes out from God ; and Eſas hgnifyes the Earthly being , and bs 
God hates that before it have perſonally done evil , for it comes not 
forthof God ; but God did not perſonally hate Eſa, nor did Eſas 
continue hatred to Jacob, for Gen. 45. 6,7, 8, 9. Eſau was perſo. 
nally reconciled 1 apap which ſhewed his good nature, by which 
the Apolile, (1 John 3. 14, 15.) declares a paſſing from death to 
life; and where did Eſas perſonally do to Jacob, 38 is expreſſed, 
Obad. ver. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14+ Ct toany that we:e with him ; and 
did not the Lord alio promiſe many bleſſings perſonally to Eſas, 
Dent, 2. 5. Now whete are any bleſſings given by promiſes to any 
reprobates or wicked men, as ſuch? though it is granted, that God 
eives them many bleſſings, as Roms. 2. 4. to lead them to repentance 
(but net by promiſe) upon the account aforeſaid, unleſs they repent, 
Atts 2.37. Therefore Eſa was not at his birth a reprobate perſo- 
pally, and that upon the account of Gods blefſing him, as aforeſaid. 

Hence that ( Rom. 9. 11.) is meant of Eſaxin his office only, and 
as a repreſentative of the earthly nature.and old world, Eſdr.2.6,7,8, 
9.which God hates before the ſaid Eſa had done evil perſonally; and 
ſo all that is ſpoken of Eſas, (Obad.ver.10,11,12,13,14.\is ſpoken 
of Eſau by way of office, and as a repreſentative of the earthly na- 
ture, that is, cruel againſt the /ſrae! of God, And 
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And therefore it being (0 a8 not ſpeken of Eſas perſonally, there 
can be no ablolute reprobztion and rezeRion demonſiratively proved 
from what is ſaid, Roms. g. 1 1. concerning Jacob and Eſau befcre they 
had done 290d or evil, 

Which very expreſſion demonſtrates it to be moſt contradiftory 
to Gods Mercy and Juliice, (his two ruling attributes) and alſo to 
bis Decree jo rewa:d cr punimn all mankind according to their 
works, 2 Cor. 5. 10. and 1t'SlaiG, Lament, 3. 29. the man ſuffers 
only for bus Sin, Kev. 2.17. vet Godiaith, Eztk; 18, 32, that as 
he lives, he deſires not the dea h of a Sinner. 

Now if that be true, that God reprobates any in Necree, before 
they are preconlidered to coevil, then the Lord loves(abſir blaſphemia 
difts) their death, contrary to his ſaid afſeveration or Oath, Ezek, 
18, 32, Further, none dare ſay that God doth aQtually punniſh before 
the Sin 18 committed, and can he paſs a Decrze to reprobate Eſau 
perſonally, before his Sin be confidered as preexiltent ? this is mott 
illogical and irrational, for that then th At is i» exercits, before 
It hath its 05j2& conhdered in reference to it, wt verſatins circa ob- 
jeltum. 

And in is declared in Holy Writ to be th2 only objeR of Gods 
anger, who hates Iniquity, and leves Righteouſneſs, Heb. 1. 9. 

Hence that of loving Facob, and hating of Eſas before they had 
done g06d or evil, cannot be meant perſonally of them, but only by 
way of office as they (tood in Gods defign, the repreſentatives of 
ele& and reprobate,under the fignifications of their reſpeRive names 
of Jacob & Eſan,as aforeiaid;} acob having the Breath and inſpiration 
of the Divine being in the renewed Humanity, to tread down Sin to 
a prevailing over it; and Eſas as the Earthly being brought forth 
ia the. fallen Humanity, to the perſecuting and rejeRing the b:eath- 
10g or inſpiration of the Divine being, which fince the fall of the Hu. 
manity is the youngeſt, and brought into tule over the elder ; that 
s, Eſas in Myltery the Earthly bebg » Jobn 1. 4. 

Thus we have offered to conſideration, how conducing it is to come 
tothe true knowledge of the Scripture Mykerie, to make diligent 
ſearch into the Scriptures, and that with mcſt humbe Prayers to the 
Lord to give us to underſtand whether the greateft part of Holy Writ 
de not to be looked upon by the Lords own deſign, as to be interpre» 
tatively 
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tatively ſpoken and dclivered to us by way of oftce, and 28 repre- 
ſentatives aad higniticancies of other Myltenics, than the letter of the 
Sc:iptures hold forth licerally unto us; tor otherivile we (hall be 
much put to it to make ſome Scriptures true ; tor where did Eſas 
perionally ſerve Jacob? yet it's 1aid, the elder ſhul: ſerve the younger, 

Andit ſome Scriptures be not to be unceritood by way ot che; 
how barrea and low in expte'$ and matter, do they tem to be in 
their ſenſe and (cope ? Yea ſome ctdiculous (atfir bieſphemia ditte) 
as that of Jacob his cloathing of his Son in 2 patty. coloured Coat, ag 
oreat peclonages have done their Naturalilts , we heartil; with that 
themielves would behold. their Naturaliftts Coat, (wio are the innc- 
cent ones ingreat meaſure) and improve the ſpcctaiton of it, to mind 
them to return to the end and ſcope of Joſephs party- coloured Coar, 
which was to figure forth the various and divers virtues expreſied,(and 
we exhorted unto) 2 Pet. 1.4 5, 6. that the. Joſeph, the growing 
to perfeRion is cloathed with, Phil. 3. 14,15. 

An1 ſome paſſages in th: Books called the Apocryphe are ſmiled 
at, fit for nothing but (-2overe cachinum) to move laughter ; as that 
of Tobit and his Dog attenJing on him. 

Now Tobit in its name ſignifies Goodneſs, and what ſerviceable 
creature is there more ready to wait on his Maſter than the Dog is? 
and therefore is not the Dog the farteft document and repreſentative 
of the good will, which will always waitupon Tobi the gooane(s in 
the renewed Humanity? Hence in the Mytterie, and by way of office 
and gaod document, Tobit and his Dog are not ſo contemptible, but 
a molt uſeful meditation. 

And Shingler in his Penteglotre intimates, that the Book of Tobit 
was Written in Hebrew,and molt call that Book and others Apocrypha, 
becauſe not written in Hebrew, though. in truth that is no reaſon, it 
lealure would permit to argne it;but whether it be a reaſon yea or no, 
yet we think the true(t reaſon for that thoſe divided Books are called 
Apocrypha is , becauſe their Myſteries (for want of Faith, and dili- 
gence with Prayer to read them) are hid from us. 

Te might ſeem as ſtrange to read of our Saviours mixing clay and 
ſpittle to open the blind mans eyes; if it were not underſtood to 
be by way of officz and Myterie, as it was; for carnal reaſon cannot 
Out think that mode to be the ready way-to have continued him _ ; 
ut 
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but the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men, 1 Cor. 1. 25, ver. 27. 


And how ridiculous was it (a/it blaſphemia ditts) te carnal reaſon 
to ſee Chriſt riding upon an A18 to Jeruſalem, aud garments ſpread 
under him, and all the People ſhouting with acclamations before 
him, and Rrewing Palm-branches in the way, crying Hoſanza to the 
higheſt; this was ſtrange to the letter learned Fews ; hence that was 
by way of office and good document of higher Myfterics 

If all were not appointed by deſign from God by way of office, 
and better Document in Myſterie than the blind reaſon can compre- 
hend, they had been betrer (pardon the expreſſion) lefr out ; what 
is the reaſon why the carnal wits (ay, they can get. as much good or 
more at a Play, than hearing a Sermon, which is or ſheuld be a dif- 
courſe upop ſome portion (more or leſs) of the Scriptures, pro- 

for Docrine, for correRion to mend them that are too much 
lifted up in falſe perſwaſons of their ſafe being, to raiſe them up 
which are too much (though there are bult few of them) caſt down 
in doubts and fears ; and alſo profitable for Exhortation to virtue, 
and Dehortetion from vice; this ſhould be the mode of a Sermon out 
of the pattern of healing words, 2 7Tim.1.1 3. which is the ſpeaking as 
of the Oracles of God. 1 Per. 4,11. And as for the Predicant he 
muſt do it (ſaith the Apotile there) as of the ability which God 
eiveth for the end there expreſled ; the original is more fignihcant, 
vi Tis axorn eo the words properly and molt fitly are as out of the 
ſtrength which the Lord then ſupplyes, for it is an old aying, 
Spirits non (emper tangit NIO_—R Cods Spirit doth not 
always touch the hearts of the Prophets, as it did Chriſt, whereby 
he always ſpake as one having authority, and not as the Scribes, 
Matt. 7.27. Now whether one can get as much 200d at 2 Play 
to his betterment, and to the good life, that's the (tate of the Cac ; 
they may ſpeak as g00d words as ſignificant to their purpoſe, and 
with as much ing to the ſenſible affeRions as the Predicavt 
can do ; but if that #0 ves xog294r the Lord ſupplies (which comes 
forth from God) be abſent, that is the enquiry, if it be abſent, then 
Kis not Gods Ordinance, -«t fin:s cs; and (o it paſleth away as like 
Water through a ſieve; onz woyld have thought that Dives argu- 
ment uſed to Abrahans had been a moſt prevalent” one to warn his 


Brethcen to amend their lives, by defirivg him to ſend one _— 
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dead to tell chm of his torments, who wanted now & drop of water 
ro cool his tongue, that abuced his plenty of the belt I'quocs in his life 
time ; but Abrabaws tells him they bh .ve Moſes, and the Prophetg, 
yet Moſes was not then livin; ſo: them to hear; But let us hzar them, 
and it the; hear not them, laith Abraham, neither will they be per- 
ſmaded though one 4 iſe ag ain from th: dead. 

And we iee it veritycd amongvur iclves of late ; what hath the 
ſore waiting Plague, the raging and violent Fire in this City, and 
the late \\ar > What havz thz(e, we ſay, reformed the gen-rality of 
the People 2 teRify it thatcan ; Henc? that which «4 brabam iaid 
is molt crue, If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, newher wil 
th:y be p:rſwaded though one come from the dead again, 

All this we have ſpoken, 18 to reinove the empty pretence afore« 
ſaid, anq to mind us of that, xs Cor, 1. 21. and when the world 
wiſdom kney not God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of Preach- 
ing to ſave them that believe ; and all this cannot be true out of the 
letter only, but it is and muſt be out of the Spint, 

The truth is, if we come to be per{waded that God defigned 
molt of his Holy Writings to be looked vpon, and applyed or ſpoken 
to us for higher Myſteries than the natural Creation, we ſhould 
find more benefit by reacing of them, than we have words, or time 
to expreſs ; as for inftance, if we look uron the 1, or 2, of Jenfus 
which greats of the Worlds and Mans C r-ation, to intend another 
Spiritual World alſs ; and the new Creation 'poken of 2 Pet. 3.13. 
But we look for new Hewuens aud new Earth, according to his promiſe 
wherein dwells righteouſneſs ; would it not raiſe up your thoughts 
adove ihis imperial world ? | 

Secon ily , By looking upon ſomething in the Sc:iptures beyond 
and under thz letter ; it would preſerve th- Saints hononr from that 
reproach which is caft upon them by ſomething which the letter of 
the Scripture _—_ forth they did; as what Lot and Nah did in re» 
ference unto thoſe evils that the Scriptures relate in the lecter they 
did ; So what eAbraban did in having + Child b. H«g4r the Bond- 
woman ; ſo Facob in his reproach for his many Wives, which _ 
are wt to be looked upon as creaturely Wives onlv, but it nigher 
My fterie ; ſo Solomon as having (6 many Concubin s, w:'1ch are 
not yet to be looked npon as creatural only, but in a Ro 

[rally 


Infant Baptiſm Juſtified by a New Diſcovery, Ft 
Thirdly, It will make the $cripture true in every part of it, which 
otherwiſe in the bac I-trer cannot be made true; tor where did 
Eſs thz elder broher ici ve Facebn's younger Brother in the letter, 
etin a Spiritual contiderat un be did F 

Fourthl;, lt will mzk- the whole Scripture (which was written 
for our learning} Aom. 15. 4. Ort Concern anuv i ruftion to all, 
which otherwite Connui mn the letteg of perional concerns to all, at 
all crimes, and all places. 

Fifth , lt would preſerve the Holy Scriptures frem ſeeming con- 
traditions in themiclves, that yet were deligned by Divine Provi- 
dence to be mott true 1n the ſenie the Holy Gholt fpiritually intend- 
edthem to be conſidered ; for: inftance, Judas Iſcariot was choſen 
by Chrift knowingly ; «s all b's Apoltles beſides were, and he did, 
and would have verityec his name true which way ſoever he had 
periever:d in, he being as choſen of Chcitt by way of office as other 
Diſciples were; for /ſcariot ſignifies a death and kill:ng, and by 
becraying his Lord and Maſter he was a Judas 1ſcariot indeed, a pro- 
feſſed Murderer, for he murd-red and kill:d the ju Ore, James 4. 
6. and being himſelf an iniirument to do it by others z But if he 
had continued in the o»edient life ro his Lord, he had been allo 8 
Fudas )ſcariot, a profeſſe:' Son of mu:dering and killing, the wicked 
nature 1n him clf, and an init;ument to help to do it in others; £6 
that Chriſt choſe him by detizn and way of «fhc2, which he mighe 
have performed th: b<(t way hrou,;h grace, as he did the worſt way 
theough Satans temp*atio1; and we believe moſt of the names of 
Men, and othe:s in Scripture, arz de{igne:! by God to have a two- 
fold (cope and ed in thzir nomination, as Cain which fignifies a 

effion, and (o he w1s of the earchly wicked nature, by killing 

is brother Abel, that is, a Divine breaching (for Abe! liynifics the 
dreath)) of C,0d, bing in him; but if he had preterved bel hig 
Brother, a$ th: Hexwznl; breathing of God in himicli (as his Bro» 
ther) he ha4 Rill been a Poſſ:Mi5n, but then a Poſſcfhon of the (aid 
Heavenly b.ing to his growing up to eternal lite, (an.] as a Divinely 
Piritual G ermene (aith, the nxmes of the 7 Churches of Aſra (are 
to be conſidered by way of office) have a twofol and contrary fig- 
nificancy intended tobe in them by the Lords own deſign; We will 
inſtance but in one for brevity ſake, E pheſws the fitfi Commenalty 
H 2 or 
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or Church, fignifyes a Defirablene.s; As the mans elicit act conſehts 
to the Grace of God : to that Epheſws, which | gnihes Delirableneis 
to 200d, as WE takes part with his Brother Avel, the Breath of God, 
which is in all men that:come into th; World, Jobn 1, 9. 

nd alio Epheſus hgnihes chirablent's to the evil, as Fe takes 
p.ctwith hs procher Cain Within him, the wicked natiic to be his 
Poſl:ihon, 

Hencethe Scripture names ar2 Ccliznec to be coniiered by way 
of othce, anc great Cocumentsan My itecics, as afore a1.', 

it tne Holy writings were more liriatly looked upon, and owned 
ro be for other Mytteries. than the letter Iecms texp'ets, there 
would not h1v2 been ſuch doubts and contetis about the 1enſe of the 
Scriptur2*, as tnere are among many men (v-a uncerſtarding and 
{-arned men) rais'd as there are, nor yet againſt [nf ant- Baptiſas, 
any more thin againlt ſnfan-Circumcipon, tor that they are boih to 
be done by way of office and 200d docu;nent to cthers conczrns 
more than their own ; and Infant- *aptiſm may be acminitired to as 
200: purpole upon the account aforetaid, as ever (17camc:iſron could 
If Simon Peter were owned, as on: Saviour Cloſe him by way of 
office as he did, there would not hive heen ſuch Volumns written 
as there have been abcut Peter's perſcnal Supre:nacy, pro & con, 18 
being the chief and hit Biſhop oi Rowe. For Peter 18 and mult be 
the fick Biſhop or Acmihiltration by way of office of all the ref, 
becauſe h2 is in his name the Obzdience of Faith, which is the ſ»b- 
ſtratum and foundation of all th ngs, Helr, 12, 1. as the adjun 
occupate that is converſant about them, in reference to his office, 
and ne perſonal Supremacy ca:: de derived from Peters,meetly pete 
{onal reſpe& to continne always Supreme.in his perſon ; far that 
our Savionr Vfames his Diſc. ples ror ſeeking any ſuperiority over 
one another as perſonally relating to them, in reip?<& of their meer 
perſons, that they are to be confiderec by way of-ofhce both in 
faithfulneſs and orcer. 

So that where ever the Qbedience of Faith doth moſt appear by 
way of office, performed by Spiritual men in-cfhce ; th:re Peter's 
Supremacy appears, and is ſet up as well in on2 Chriſtian Nation 
and Government as in another, elſe how could the Lord 1emove the 
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Chuyches Candl-<tiick out of its place, .if the the abvſe of a $piri- 
tual office were not the provoking caule of it ? as he doth threaten, 

Revel. 3.5. 

God is (0 far in lov: with Obedience of Faith, that every Nation 
(as the Scripture titth } cht fears God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
u accipted of him; &.nv theretore the Spiritual Supreme Governoc 
of every Nation tht works Kightzoulnels, doth as truly exercile in 
and under his own Government, Peter's Supremacy, tat is, he 
being ficlt in th? Ob tiene of Faith by way of office, as aforclaic, 
a8-another Nation doth, 

The grzat contelt avout Tranſubſtantiation in the Lorcs *upper 
would ſoon vaniih, it it were known in the Myfteriz, and in refe- 
rence.to Chriſts Spiritual Body and Bloud, as appears by John 6. 
53. to 63, where our Saviour tells us, it's che Spirit that quickens, 
th: Fleſh-profirs nothing ; what Fleſh do you think that is that profits 
nothing ? and what Fleth muſt that be which Chriſt ſaith, ver. 5.4, 
55, 56. Who ever eats of it hath eternal life : and he dwells in Chriſt, 
and (briſt in him ; which the;etore mult declare indeed, a Tran- 
ſubRantiation of Chriſis Fleſh and Bloud, but not of bodily Fleſh, 
for that ((aith Cari ) profits nothing, ver. 63. AnJSt. Peter ſaith 
1 Pet,18, 19. Te were mat redeemed with corruptible things, as 
Silver and Go'd from your vain. converſation, but withthe blond of 
Chriſt, &c. And was not Chriſts Body and Bloud periſhable, for 
that it was ſpilt on the ground in his Crucifixion > . 
Hence the Miracles pretended to be ſeen of Chriſts bodily Bloud 
and Flz(h in the Conſecrated Bread, ro-what purpoſe are they pub- 
liſh2d, and the People perſwaded to believe them , 1: the corporal 
Fleſh be that which Chrift ſaith profiteth nothing ? 

There hath b:en great endeavours and undertaking by ſome, ts 
reconcile all divided and oppofing perſwaſions to be united in rhe 
donds of operative love to God and our Neighbour , for that our 
Saviour ſaith on thoſe two Commands hang all the Law and the 
Prophets ; and therefore what ever doth not promote, but degroy 
thz (aid operative love to God and our Neighbour (as all divided 
p2r\naſions and opinions do by perſevering in th:m,) is not worth 
the contending for ; Yea thoſe p2riyaſions are to be abhor'd, which 
attempt to pcomate themſelves by blood. ſhed, and the poyſoning 

one 
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one another, For the w:ſdows which is above is peaceable, Fam. 1.17. 
and the wiſdom from below is carthiy and deviliſh, ver. 15, upon 
which the 1a19 atte.opis ate to be abuor'd, by which any divided 
periwaſion ſets up it 1elf as religious, 

The:e hath been & is the ix: conteſt about many Scripture ſenſes 
and meanings out of the letter, waich ſeem to thivart and crtois 
one another ; whereupoa (orme tak- the (enſe tais way, and ione 
fake it that way, and io contend about the letter ienie and meaning ; 
but ut we did frequently look to: ſomething fu:iher under the [-iter 
in reierence to higher M; ſteries, than the bare 1-tter 1eems to hold 
out, Wz ſhould forbear the het contentions that are about the letter 
ſeale ; waza we might think that ſomething further 18 1atended un- 
der the letter, Which we at preſent apprehend not for want of Spi- 
ritual eyes to iee furth2r than the letrer; for the ApoRtle (aith, 1 
Cor, 24411, No man knoweth the things of God. but the Spirit of God, 
for they are fooliſhneſs to his, ver. 14. Yet the Sc'iptuce letter is 
not to bz rejected, (that's not our meaning) but alio to laok for 
ſomthing furrher under the letter, which may be of greater uſe and 
concern to us, than that which the lztter ſeems to hold out. 

We ſay arain, that we Ce not reject the letter of the Scripture, 
for how could any Myltery be demonſtrated but out of the Scripture 
te(timonies ? We ſee that the Apoſtle, and our Saviour him{elt con- 
futed all gain-ſayers to their DoRrine, out of the written ceftimo- 
nies of Moſes, and the Prophets; Thzreforg we rej<& not the Scri 
ture letter io his dae place and ſcope, but we with only that the 
—_— in the letter were looked upori for the moſt part to contain 
in them more Spiritual concerns and higher Myſte:ies by way of 
office and repreſentative documents, than the bareletter holds out, 
as Facob and Eſau, es hath been before declared, Roms. g, 

If we do not look upon the Scriptures in many places of them, 
"to intend higher MyRteries than the letter holds forth, then th: Apo- 
Rles fpeech of the letter 2 Cor. 3.6. may be often verifyed and made 
true, that the letter kglleth. 

It kil'd our Saviour, his Apoſtles, and the Prophets, Aatt. 2 3. 
34» 35+ and all the Mattyrs (ince Chriſt and his Apoftles fell afleep, 

It'smeerly the letrer without looking further, for what the letter 
is intended for a furthzr conſideration, to bold out ſomthing further 
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by way of office ; that hath been the occafion of much milchief and 
wickedne's, 28 poyioning and blood- ſheds by miſtaking the letter, 
as the liceral indulgencics given to many for doing and promoting 
ſuch wickednels, as aforelaid ; whereby they are encourag-d by 
hopes of pardon to do the greateſt wickedneſs they are put upon, 
which bopes ariſe from the !#1d indulgence offered unto them upon. 
a verbal anJ outward confeſhon on'y ; whereaFthe Scripture tells us, 
he that confefieth and forſaketh his Sins ſhall h.ve mercy, Prov. 2.8, 
13: and nt every one that cryeth Lord, Lord, (hall emter into bis 
Kingdom, Matt. 7, Therefore God muſt needs hate all ſuch Ways 
and means to promote Relivion by ſuch Ike praftites ; for the Apo- 
He faith, Rows. 3. 5. We muſt not do evil, that good may come fir 
whoſe damnation # juſt. 

Hence we muſt be lure that we do not abuſe the Scripture, either 
in the lztter or Mylterie of it, that may incite us te do any miſchief 
to others ; for that ig again(t the command , The ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. 

Which if we did believe thoſe mille machinationes, & noſcends 
artes, would ſoon be givenover, as they did who uſed curious arts, 
burnt their Books in the ſight of men, eAts 19. 19. 

We muſt take heed that we do not in the Ricking to the ſetter- 
ſenſe, hcld forth out of that lztter any thing that tends to- the 
reproach of the high Saints of God, as that of Lot and his Daughters 
aforeſaid, what they are pretended to do ; So of Abraham and Ha- 
gar aforeſaid, of Jacob's many Wives, and Solomon's many Concu- 
diges aforeſaid ; and (o the reſt of the Patriarchs. 

This muſt be granted without contradi&ion, that as the Lord 
created the Humanicy innocent; ſoupon its Fall and Difobedience, 
the whole intention and deſign was to magnify his great attributes of 
Mercy and Bounty to the 1aid fall-n Fumanity, by bringing it 
back again to its firſt innocent eftace , but yer by ſuch ways and 
means as he in his 'nfinite Wi: i'om thought fit and advantageous 
thereunto ; 2nd thoſe ways an4 mzans he would not diſcover and 
lay opento all, but k-ep thzm to his own revealment to whom he 
pleaſes, 28 even to th2 Babs and teachable ones, and not to the 
wiſe and leatn:d, and prophane men of the world, Matth. 11.29. 
Father 1 thank thee, lecanſe that thew haſt hid theſe things my 

the 
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the wiſe, aud men of underſtanding, and baſt opened them unto Bahei, 
Matt. 11. 29. | 

Hence it cannot be, but that the Lord didintend many other 
things under thz letter, than the letter it (elf doth expreſs ; and allo 
cid 1ntend other thinys to be acted and done, or not to be done, by 
way of office only, and not for their perſonal concerns at preſent 
who did them, as he bid Hoſea to takes a Harlot to Wife, Hoſea t. 
What! was the Lord ſo much pleaſed with ſuch a reception ? urely 
not, fince he abhors the praRtice of Whoremongers and Adulterers; 
but the Lord aſſigned that to him by way of office, as he repreſented 
the (for ſo his name fignified a Saving) Lord himlelf by that ſaid 
office, even his willingneſs to take the Apoltate adulterated Huma- 
nity unto himſelf again , which is become an Harlot from him, 
Jerem. 3.1, Hoſea 2.9. 

But the danger of what we have propoſed of looking beyond the 
bace letter, for ſome Mylterie under the ſaid letter, is the turning the 
Scripture into allegories, and (o make the Scriptures a Noſe of wax, 
- as is pretend:d by doing ſo, as aforeſaid ; but do not they more truly 
furn them into a Noſe of wax, that in their reſpeRtive religious per- 
ſwafions art as truly oppoſite diſparates, alike oppohng one to ano- 
ther in what they contend for ; as a Lyon, a Bear, a Fox, and many 
other devouring creatures, are diiparates in their reſpeAive natures, 
one to another ; for as the a{oreizid devouring creatures do alike op- 
poſe one another in their reſpe&ttive Nature all of them, as one doth 
co one ; ſo are all the divided periwaſions aforeſaid (we name none) 
oppoſite diſparates to all others as to one of them, 

And yet they all pretend their Scripture letter to juſtify them 
all reſp:Rively z which cannot be that it ſhould , for that the Scri- 
ptures are from the Holy Spirit of God, and the Spirit is but one, 
znd moves uniformably to one thing ; and therefore if there be 13 
divided perſwaſions, as religious ones, then 12 of them muſt be 
meer fitions, and not diftated by and from the Holy Spirit, but 
out of their own good thinkings ; thongh every one pretends the let- 
ter for th: ground of his perſwafion, as once two great parties, Ar- 
menians,and their oppoſites, did both pretend ts the Nine and Thirty 
Articles of the Church, to juſtify (though oppoſite to each other) 
their perſwaſions ; whereupon King Charles the I, took —" to 

> ay, 
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ſay, it was ſotne ſatisfaCtion to him in reference to both the divided 

(waſions aforeſaid, that they did reſpectively flie to the Nine 
and Thirty Articles for what they held, 

Now do not theſe make the Scriptures a Noſe of wax, more t:uly 
than they do which are charg'd to do it ? by turning the Scriptures 
into allegories, twrpe eft dettor; cuns culpa redarguitgvhen the Kettle 
doth call the Pot, &s. 

But what are Parables ? (which are ſpecifyed in the Scriptures ) 
what are they but Allegories that contain other things and Myſteries 
than the letter holds forth ? and Matt. 13. 34, it's ſaid that Chriſt 
ſpake nothing to them without a Parable, and he had his end init; 
to reſerve the MyReries under the letter to his own revealment and 
diſcovering as he thought fit, and well knew who are fit to receive 
them, John 16. 12. 1 have many things to ſay to you, but ye are 
wot able to bear thems now. © 

And ſ-condly , Our Saviour would not diſcover them to the 
wicked World, which were not worthy as yet to be taught by bim, 
and would not uſe them aright, to the ends for which that under the 
letter is intended ; Therefore he ſays to his Diſciples, Matth. 7. 
Groe not Holy things ts Dogs, nor caſt Pearls before Swine, that is, 
thoſe Mylteries afcrclaid under the letter, to thole that are of cur- 
rich and (narling diſpoſitions, and of a ſwiniſh vature, that are upon 
all occzfions wallowing in the mire of this Word, and tread the ſaid 
Pearls under their feer. 

Triſmegiſtus (aid to his Son, ro whom he communicated and 
taught his (ecrets, My Son Tatt, hide theſe things from the wicked 
and prophane world. 

Our Saviour never intended that proud and (elf-willed men in 
their own eys, (ſhould have his ſecrets rzvealcd uvto them, Marth. 
11.25,26, [thank thee O Father, Lord of Hraven and Earth, 
becanſe thow haſt hid th:ſe things from the wiſe and prudent, aud haſt 
revealed thers to Babes. 

So that it's not che. (elf-wiſdom, nor great letter-learning that 
makes us capable of underſtanding.che Myſteries contained in the 
Scriptures ; but there muſt be humility, and innacency of life, to 
move the Lord to cauſe us to underitind thoſe MyReries, for that 
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raey are contained under the letter,which though the learnzd do un- 

deritand and fee what it holds forth in its axtomaiical diſpoktion, yet 
they can ſee no further than thatz we well remember that Arch-Bift-;. 
Hjher Preaching in St, aries in Cambridge upon the Text, 1 Sam, 
13.24.25, which upon an occaſion of a Falt kept when King C harles 
the 1. was in Speiz,and all the People hghed.and Iunged for His Mas 
3zſies return ; He took his Bible and clapt hits hanos together, and 
jaid in this manner, (turning himſelt to the Doctors, and Heads of 
the Univerſity there preſent) mell,. you Deltors, you ſhall never un- 
derſtand this Buok., unleſs you lead Godly lives, 

We (ee that our Saviour ſaith, Johz 7. 17. 1f any man do my Will, 
he ſhall now of the Dottrine, whether it be from Heaven, or no. 

Hence, without the obedient life, our Saviour told the learned 
Scribes and Phariſees, th:y could not know the Doftrine, whether 
frofwfHeaven, or ne; for though learned men may and Co judge of 
chings within the compaſs of Realon, yet not of Heavenly things 
above ir, 1 Cor. 2, 10. becauſe God reveals them by his Spirit, and 
tells us, (ver. 4.) the natural man recieves net the things of the Spi- 
rit, neither can he know them, becauſe they are Spiritwaliy diſcern « 
ed, 

It's a true tule, Quicquid recipit ar, recipitur per modum rect- 
prentss, that is. whatſoever 1s received, 18 received according to the 
diſpobtion and temper of the receiver ; as it appeats by the recep- 
tion of a diſtempered pallate, in reference to Meat and Drink; and 
therefore men cannot tnderitand though never io learned, the My- 
Reries contained in Scripture under the letter, unleis they be Spur- 
tually talted an1 reliſhed by them. 

Hence St. Job» ſaith, for the aſſurance of thoſe he wrote to, that 
ke declared the very truth unto them, wherein th2y- ſhould walk, 
Saying, that which we have heard, which wt have ſen with our ey5, 
which we have looked npon, (of the wore of lit-) dec/ared we unto yon, 
that ye alſo may have fellowſhip with us; and truly our fellowſhip. 3s 
with bus Father, and with the Son Teſw Chriſt, 1 John 1. ver. 1,3. 

Our Saviour tells us, Jobs 1 4. 2 3. that the way to have that fel- 
towfhip, is, to keep hrs Words ; and then he {laith, He and his Father 
will come to them, and make their abode with him, V0. ver. 2 or” 
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We ſay no more in reterence to what we have (aid concerning 
the adjulting of Infant-Baptiſms by our New Diſcovery aforeſaid, 
than what we have ſufficiently declared, and ſet forth. 

Unlefs you be pleaſed to give us leave to offer our tho: ghts con- 
cerning the mode or manner of Baptiſing thoſe which ace to be Bap.. 
tized io Baptiſmal water. 

We think, and are perſwaded in our ſelves, (but we do not de- 
termine it, ſed diſquirs relinguimes) that the Feet amiyof the Bap- 
tized are only to be covered with the Baptiſmal water. 

Our reaſons are, firlt from Baptiſms operation and uſe, appointed 
by the Lord in a Mylterie, relating, and eſſentially depending on 
Gironmet Fon, which was ordained by God (before Bapriſms in its 
operation) for the cutting off the grols $ins from the depraved Hu- 
manity. ; 

And for that many defilements of Sin do for ſome time remain 
after the groſs Sins are cut off ; therefore the Lord brought in Bap- 
tiſm, and ordained it for to waſh away the remaining defilements 
of Sin, after the groſs Sins are cut off. 

And theſe defilements are remaining in the affeRions, chiefly to 
be purged and cleanſed away, according to that, 2 Cor. 7. T herefore 
having theſe promiſes, let a cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit, Epheſ. 5.27. 

Alſo the members of the body, which figure out the aff:Rions, 
are the Feet, 4 Simuls, becaule as the Feet carry the Body, fo the 
affeQions catry the Soul here and there, whither predominancy and 
intereſt do lead or force them ; hence Solomon ſaith, Eccieſ. 5.11. 
Take heed to thy foot when thou goeſt to the houſe of God, and be muare 


ready to hear, than to give the Sacrifice of fools, &C. 
Hence the Feet only upon the account aforeſaid are tobe cevered 


with Baptiſmal water, from an induRtion of particulars. Fi. (t, For 
that Baptiſms was ordained to waſh and cleanſe away the defilements 
of Sin, and thoſe defilemen- $ are in the aff:ions, and the aff<Ri- 
ons are reſembl=d to the Feet. 

Hence we offer it to conſideration, whether the Feet (upon the 
account aforeſaid) be not ro be covered | with Baptilſmal water? ox y 
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Our ſecond rea{on for it, is from Chrilts praftice, only in wath- 
ing his Diſciples Feet, Jobs 13. 5, 6- Secondly, From his ſpeech 
to Peter, who denyedour Saviour out of ignorant modeſty, and hu- 
mility to-waſh h.s ee. #55 ( : ; ; 

But upon out Saviours replication to him, that if he did not waſh 
his kase, he had no part with him ; Peter then rezoyns upon that ac- 
count} and ſaith to his Lord, sf ſo, then not my fees only, but alſo 
wy hands audany b:ad. 

To this our Saviour anſwers, to correct Peter's (now ignorant 
forwardneſs ) upon his ( and our ) Lords informing Peter concerning 
th2 waſhing of his Feet. ſaying, he tht is releaſed upon the account 
aforeſaid, needs not ſave to waſh his Feet, andis cleanevery whit. 

Our Saviours ſaid expreſs, ver. 10, is in the Original thus, 
aryiiauro © inves 6 Ailupireg's xguay x4 7 Toba; Haar dis 
x4Jogos ones Where it is evident, that our Saviour uſeth theſe two 
words of divers (ignifications, yet our Tranſlators render ther both 
in one, (viz. to waſh, ſaying, he that #5 waſhed, weedeth not ſave 
to waſh hu Feet. 

Whereas the firſt word which our Saviour uſcth is 5 AtAvpueyes 
and diff:rs much from the other word he uſeth, which is 1daga: 
the Infinicive Mood. | 

A2844ns; i$ 2 Participle Palſive of Avopeant that comes of v# to 
looſe, or.to be releaſed from ſomething needful to be releaſed from, 
which releaſment (we are periwaded) in our Saviours meaning and 
intention, is that which relates to Circwmcrſions releaſment, which 
performs in the Myſterie the foregoing work in the repenting Hu- 
manity, by cutting off the groſs Sins, as aforeſaid ; which muſt be 
done, b:fore Baptiſm work inits MyRterie doth take place, for to 
waſh away the remaining defilements, when Ciroumc:fien bath cut 
off the groſs Sins afore(21d, 

Then hz repenting Humanity 18 ſurely releaſed from his great 
bondage, according to that expreſs, Luke 13.16: And eaght not 
this Woman (being a Daugh:cr of Abrabans) whom Satan bath bound, 
Lo, this Eighteen years to b: looſed from this bond ? 

The word our Saviour uſeth bere to be looſed, is avSirz: an Iofi- 
nitive Mood of avojuar, as Atavpurcs is a Participle of it, as afore- 
ſaid, Hence 
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Hence our Saviours meaning in the ſaid Verſe, was to inform 

Peter of fo much , by uſing the Participle acwuwes, Which notes 
releaſed, as aforeſaio. , 

He that is releaſed (viz.) by Circune:frons work ) needs not ſave 
to waſh his Feet, which are bis affections, tigured forth by the Feet, 
upon the account aforelaid. 

And therefore our Saviour ariſeth from his Paſchal Supper, ad 
powr water, us 7 1in76;@ that is, into waſhing Veſſels, allucing to 
the Jewiſh veſſels,they uiec(it not the (ame) foc their daily waſhing, 
Mark, 7.2, 3,4, 5 to waſh hu Diſciples Feet, and he comes cg 
S;zwon Peter to waſh his Feet, and it's likely firſt ro him, becauſe 
under the ſame Figure of his rwo names, be is the ficfi of Chrifts Ad- 
miniſtrations to be, and was (ent forth, Marth. 1 0.2. 

Now fince our Saviour Wathed the Feet only, upon this account 
aforeſaid; We offer it to conſideration, Whether the Feet only, in 
reference to Baptiſms work in its Myſtcrie, and the order of ir, 
are not to be covered, and not the whole Body to be plunged in 
Baptiſmal water, and that from the words of Chriſt to Peter, Ver. 
10, He that is refcaſed, as afqrefaid, needeth not ſave to wath his 
Feet, not his hands and head alſo ; for that by our Saviours diſcourſe 
to Peter, they are not the ubje& of Bapts/aws, but Circumciſions work 
inits Myfterie, which cuts off the groſs Sins, which arc of two ſorts; 
Firſt, open Prophaneſs and wickedneis, figured forth by the Hands, 
which are the inltruments of outwardpractiles in ſome reſp. or 
other, whether good or evil. 

Now the ſecond fort, are thoſe which lie in the Head, the ſeat of 
carnal reaſon, which are the choſen Holinefles thereof, 

In both theſe onr Saviour lies buryed ; Hence it's aid, 1/ai. 53.9. 
He made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death. 

Now in the letter, Chriſt was baryed alone, Marth. 27. 60. 
ry - Joſeph laid him in his own new tomb, which be bd hewn out 
of the Rock. 

Hence it's apparent, that Chriſt lies buryed alſo in the wicked, 
and in the rich as long as they continue ſo ; though he; was but once 
buryed, and alone in Feſeph's ſaid new Tomb. Now as the wicked 


are the prophane ones, ſo the rich are ſuch, which are rich io their 
choſen 
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choſen Holineſſes, as the Apclile coth atteſt it of the Corzn,j 1 Cor, 
4.8. Now ye are full, now ye are rich, that 1s, in theic ielf know. 
Jeoge, and choſen holinels, as appears, ver. 1. to vir. 8, So was the 
Lawyer that politique queltionitt, Aatth. 19. 20,21, All theſe 
have I kept from my yomrh, what lack I yet ? &c. John 9. 40. The 
Phariſees 1aid, are #e blind alſo ? Hence Chriſt tells them, ver. 21, 
38. That Publicans and Harlets go to the Kingdom of God before 
them, becauſe it's eafier to convince theſe, for that their groſs Sing 
Rare them in the face, when yet the other (ort do juſtify themſelves, 
aS he did, Matth, 19, 20. Therefore waen Chrilis Dilciples were 
releaſed from the grois Sins of Hand and Head, (as they were) other. 
wile they could not have been his coming on Diſciples ; then our 
Saviour might ſay to them, He that 1s releaſed, as abovelaid, need 
not ſave to waſh his Feet, 

Hence we ask again, ex vi pradift., whether it be not more £con- 
ſentaneous to Baptiſm work in a Myſterie, which is the waſhing of 
the aff: ions, to cover the Feet only in Baptiſmal water. 

And it's obſervable, that when the Eunuch was Baptized by 
Philip, eAs 8. 38, It's only ſaid, xa7«8noav «jppIſtger vg m uler, 
They both deſcended into the water; and then «rifnoar cn Tv udtng 
when Philip had Baptized him, 

Both which diflin& aRt of their deſcending into the water, and 
their aſcending out of the water again, do hold out no more in re- 
ference to the ſaid Acts themſclves, but to the covering of the Feet 
only in water, not covering the whole Body in water, as if that were 
the proper and peculiar Ggnificant, relating to a burying with Chriſt 
In Baptiſm, 

Which burying comes when the Circumciſed in a Myſterie, and 
alſo the Baptized in a MyRterie, (that is, Spicitually waſhed from all 
the remaining defilements of Sin, which are a true buryal, and the 
laſt degree of the three ſpecifyed in reference to Chriſt, (viz. ) Cru- 
cifyed, Dead, and Buryed ; and then follows the Reſurrection again 
to a new life, Roms. 6. 5. 

Hence nothing can be extorted out of the ſaid expreſs of burying 
with Chrift by Bapr:iſms, to pretend to a covering of the Baptized all 
over in Baptiſmal water, bat the covering of the Feet only with 

Watct) 
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water, is moRt agreeable to Chrift's praRtice in waſhing his Di.ciples 
Feet, 

This we have off-red to confideration , md do not determine it : 
nzith:zr will we b2 contentious in the caſe , ſed relinquimms diſ- 

Its 

Obſerving th? Apoſtles ru'e, 1 Cor, 11.16. If any man luſt to be 
contentions, we have no ſuch cuſtom , neither the Churches of Gad ; 
for that 1$ of more evil con.equence, than the doing or forbearing of 
a Ceremony, which is but a concomitant for a p.clervative of a fig- 
nificancy ot ſome particular thing, that hath its uſe in uſhering in (in 
due order and place) the two great Commandments,upon the which 
our Saviour told the Lawyer, did.hang all the Law and the Pro- 

hets. 
: Hence to break thz operative love to God, and our Neighbour 
far the not doing, or doing any relative Ceremony, is, to (et up the 
Ceremony above the performing of the two laid great Commands 
in their end and (cope. 

And whether he that doth ſo, doth not hinder all the perform- 
ances in reference thereunto z for that St. James declares, 2. 10, 
He that fails in one point, is g.lty of all, for all makes up but onz 
rule of love, which 1s broken by oppoſition ; becauſe Coins, or not 
doing a Ceremony, upon which contention do proceed many horrid 
miſchiefs and miſeries, as are ſeen by woful experience. 

Hence th: Apoſile ſaith, We have no ſuch cuſtoms, neither the 
Churches of God. ' 

It's not unworthy of our conſideration, of th: Ceremony menti- 
tion2d by the Apoſtle, 1 Corin. 11, 3. where he lets torth, with the 
grounds on which it is founded in its as reſpeRivcly, to be done by 
M:n and Women Believers, with all the concomitan:s relating to 
the ſaid Ceremony, and the reaſons expreſſed and laid out, from ver. 
4, $-t0Ow3r. 16, 

Yet when the Apoſtle had (o fully argued for it in all the reſpects, 
a$ aforeſaid; He would not contend for it, to the breachof love 
and peace among the Corinthizns, but (aith ver. 16. If any luſt to 
be contenti;us, we have no ſuch cuſtom, neither the Churches of God. 


What 
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What Ceremony is there in all the Apotiles writings, (o largely 
expreſſed and urged for praRtice, upon ſo many reaſons and induce. 
ments, 4s that aforeſaid > yet is it not ſo much as raken notice of at 
this day for any practice, though it ftand Recorded in Holy Writ {6 
fully, as aforeiaid ; when as yet ſome Ceremonies are contended for 
with great Zeal, pro & con, asif they were the marrow and life of 
our Religious Servic:s, azedfully to be obſerved, (as they thought 
of Circumciſion, Aits 15. 1.) or we carmot be ſaved; yet is there 
no particular expreſs for the Ceremony, which ſometimes we pra- 
Qice, bur is taken up meerly upon an alluſion to a word or two in 
Holy Writ, opon which account we only practice the ſaid Cere- 
mony , as we do fer covering all over the perſons to be Baptized 
in Baptiſmal water, becauſe it is ſaid, Roms, 6. 4. Being buryed with 
him in Baptiſm ; th:refore by reaſon of the (aid expreſs, it's greatly 
contended for, to cover all over the perſon that 18 to be Baptized 
in Baptiimal water, 

And what contentions have there been, and till are, againſt 
Infant- Baptiſm? becauſe there is no expreſs Command for it, when 
it's no where forbidden , which furely God would have done, if 
he had diſowned it upon the account aforeſaid. 

Andit is alſo as good a document and inftrutien by way of office 
adminiftred, as ever Circumciſion could be upon the like account 
aforeſaid. 

Hence St. Paul's reflexion upon the Galathians, contending only 
for the Ceremony of Circumciſion, Gal. 3. 1. 5 aromrur tyaaarel The 
vaers tara ; O wnconſidering Calathians, who hath bemitched you? 
may be ſaid of Us, 
feneros quis mibs faſcinat agnos ? 

Who doth ſeduce our filly Sheep ? 
And them from ſraying deth not keep ? 

By contending about doing , and not doing of ſome Ceremonies, 
meerly upon an uncertain direAive of us 1n the caſes aforeſaid. 

Thus verifying what th2 Poet ſays, 

6 fs tgryov ws mgngnor CATtolupteda, 

3 T4 mnengy? us egy 00 Maar Fo, 

The ſubſtance we as Nifles take, 

And Nifles for our work_we make. This 
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Thisis moſt true (it's'tear'd) in our conteſts aforeſaid ; but let 
us for the time to come deſilt, and contend for the Faith (by a quiet 
and peaceable life in all love) which was once delivered co the 
Saints , Fude ver. 3. and not tor the doing or forbearing a Cere- 
mony, the (ubſtance whereof is the operative love to God and our 
Nei , Matth. 22.40. Let us not for the time ro come con- 
tend any more againlt /»fant- Baptiſm, than againſt Infant-Circuns- 
ciſion, fince Infant Circumciſion was done, though command:d (asit 
was then needful) by way ot othce only, and /nfant-Baptiſm may be 
done alſo by way of office, and to as good uſe and document, (there. 
fore not forbidden) as ever /nfant-Circumciſion was-or could be. 

Neither let us be diſwaded from the allegorized ſenſe of the Scri- 
pture on the pretence that ſome make it (as 'tis ſaid) a Noſe of 
wax, ſor we have already hinted how all dividd perſwaſions do, 
that more frequently and ſtrangely than they which allegorize the 
Scriptures, which is done to raiſe up our thoughts above the letter, 

Only let us be ſure to take the Apoſtles advice, and keep the pat- 
tern of wholſom words, vrTvrooiy an vyizroyrar Aoyer which ig 
the exemplar of healing words what is amils in us, 

And -be careful to offer nething as a higher concern (than the 
letter holds forth) but what is of a Spiritual document and inſtruRti- 
_ 

And what will then be the detriment or wrong to the ſaid 
rtion of Scripture, or to our (elves, by off:ring ſomethine of 
o__ MyReties contained under the letter, than the letter holds 
orth, 

Surely this will incite us to read the Scriptures more and more, 
and prefer the reacing of them (both for frequency and diligence) 
defoce Plutarchs Lives, the Turkiſh Hiſtory, or any other Humane 
Hiſtory extant, what ever. 

Not that we ſheuld reje the readng of theſe 1n their due time 
and place ; For God hath given the Humanity a twoofold life and 
ſtate, to be converſant in. Th: Natural, and the Spiritual, yet not 
pars modo & grady, but ſubordinate, to be converſant in them, and 
not collateral, as if both were of like concern to us, though moſt 
make the Natural eſtate of more concern to us, than the Spiritual ; 

K Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding our Saviour bids vs, Matth. 6. 33. to the 
Kingdom of Gol and bis righteouſneſs, Kc. IE 

We ſhould do in our converſe and reading of Divine and Humane 
Hiſtories, as our Saviour told the Phar:ſeer, they ſhould co in their 

Petty tichings, and-the greatec things of the Laiw; as Fudgemenc, 2nd 
the Leave of God, theſe ought ye to have done , and not leave the 
other undone, Luke 11. 42+ 

We (hould read the Humane Qories, to ungertiar:d and obſerve 
how ſome ingenies and witts bave improved themſelves in the Gate 
and affdirs of the habitable World, that we may imitate them, 
and do the like. 

Pu nobis howors amicis wiilizati & Rerpublice emoluments eſſe 
$3H4. 

Profitable to our Generation in reference thereunto, 

And let us read intermixt Hiſtories betwixt Civil and Inhumane 
writings, (not prephance writings, for it's ſaid, Epheſ. 5. 3, 4, 5. 
Let it not be once named among you as becometh Saints.) 

Let us (we ſay ) read the foreſaid, that w2 may underſtand and 
odſerve the various and manifold Serpentine {ubtileties, and what 
not _Inhumanities, that vitious men have abounded in , wherein 
the\ have exerciſed themſelves like Lyons, Bears, and Tygers, and 
that agaivſt the Lords innocent ones, Hebr. 11, 34, 35, 36. asif 
they came for no other end into this habitable world, bur to bite and 
devour, and to be devoured one of another, Gal. 5.15. 

Theſe we may readto lament ſuch woful effefts and practiſes as are 
ſeen daily to ariſe and iſſue forth from the degenerate and apoſtate 
humanity, fallen by diſodedience from its God, 

But we ſhould read the Divine writings with diligence and fre- 
quency, and with humble Prayer to Almighty God, that in them 
we may come to know how and by what means the Lord will, and 
doth bring back the repenting humanity to the Heavenly life and 
Rate again, in ſuch a Way, and by ſach means as the Scriptures do 
contain in them, under ſuch coverts and figures as tne dilobedient 
perſevering humanity in diſobedience, ſhall never comprehend in 
the letter of of the Scriptures (though al Scriptnre a written for 
our learning) until we are taught of God, Jobs 6. 45, And _ 

: ore 


—— ..——. —— 


Infant Baptiſm J»ſtifed by a New Diſcovery; 65 
fare it is ſaid, that Chriſt ſpake to the Mnltitude in Parables, and 
without a Parable he ſpake not unto them, AZatcb. 13. 34. but he 
explained them apart to his Diſciples, which Parables are no other 
but Allegories, which is the exprefſing of one thing to intend thereby 
another meaning, G al, 4. 2 4. 

There is a Noble Perion in France, who hath (as itis reported) 
Written of late a Book in defence of Allegories, and (hewing the 
neceſſity of our owning of them to be molt frequently in Scripture, 
if we expect to underſtand the Scriptures in their Latitude, and un- 
derftand the (trange and high Mytteries which are wrapped up undec 
the letter ; yea, of more ſtrange, and high, and advantagious Myſte- 
ries, than all the humane Stories can produce, or parallel, 

As for inſtance, that of eAbrahawm's Conquelt over 4 Kings, 
which bad overcome 5 before, and only with 318 Servants born 
in kis Houſe, and by theſe brought back the goods of the King of 
Sodoms, and alſo his Brother Lot and his goods, and the Women 
alſo, and the People taken Captives by the laid Kings, vide Gem, 14. 
13,14, Fc. 

What Maſter of a Family can, (in any Humane Story ) be pro- 
duced > who with them born in his Houſe ro the number of 318, 
did overcome 4 Kings, as Abrahans did, and bring back the, ſpoil 
a24in to them, from whom it was taken? 

Where do you read in Humane Story, of throwing down City 
walls by ſounding of a Trumpet, that the Conquerers might enter 
in? Yet we read Toſhua 6, 4, 5, 6. of the walls of Jericho, thrown 
down with the blowing of Rams horns, whereby the Conquerers 
entred in, 

How ridiculous is that Story (abſit blaſphemia d.fts) if no Myſtery 
were hidden under the letter for our learning ; What do any in this 
habitable Wo:1d expeR to'do the like, and 1o to gain an eaſy ent- 
rance into their Enemies Cities? or do any one Family of 318. 
ever expe to overcome their Potent Enemies, conſiſting of 4 
Kings in battle againſt them, as AZrahem did ? ſure no, 

It is ſaid, Rom. 15, 4. Whatever is written, 4s writtten for our 
learning ; Therefore every thins written, is for the learning and 
benefit of all Manklnd reſpeRively ; yet this is not true (with 
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reverence be it.ſpoken) that all the Saints of God have aual bene- 
fit of all what is written at all times, and in every place ; which 
ſurely in a Scripture ſenſe and Myftery, they may have at all times, 
and 1n every place, which yet in 1he letter exp'e's only, they have 
not, nor have need of at all times, and in all places. 

As for Inſtance, St. Paw ſaith, 2 7:9. 2. 12. A/! (not ſome) 
that will live Godly in Chrijt Jeſus, ſhall ſufter per [ecntion 5; Now 
that's not univerially true in the bare letter, but in a ſenſe under 
the letter, i:'s alwa $ true of all the Saints ot God, poor or rich, 
high and low, bur not in the letter; for it's porible a man may live 
in a Wildernels alone, yea with his friends al.o, and in the mid(t 
of his Potent friends, to defend him from all violence and perſecu- 
tion whatever, how thall the(: then ſuffer perſecution under them 
upon the account aforelaic? 

But in a ſenſe hid under the lettzr it's always true, and carnot be 
otherwiſe, as the Apoſtle intimates, Galat. 4. 29. Where he ſaith, 
a that was born after the Fleſh, perſecuted him that was born of 
the Spirit. 

This perſecuter, which is th? Bondwomans Seed, is within us in 
all places, and atall times, and in all conditions , until caſt our by 
the Spirit of the Lord, 2 (or. 3. 27. Therefore in this ſenſe and no 


other, it's true of all,that /ive Godly in Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhall ſuffer 


perſecatior. 

What ſhall we tell you of David's Worthies> 2 Sam. 23,9, 
te 17. and what they did, and yet how uſeleſs that Story 1s to 
us, unleſs to gaze upon, if we take the Story but in the letter only ? 

Alſo of what concern to us is David's Conquelt over Goliah ? 
wherein the diſparity of ſtrength betwixt them is to be conſidered, 
the diſparity of David's age and his , and the range means that 
David overcame him with, and all exprelt in the lett:r, 1 Sams. 17. 

How (tirange and incredible 1s this to carnal reaſon > and to what 
purpoſe 1s it recorded in the Holy Bible, if nothing unczr the letter 
were contained, and of univerſal concern to all > 

And who would think that true of Moſes, Hebr. 11. 23, 24,25. 
incefuhng a Kingdom, and that a large on2, offered to him for an 
Inkeritance 2 or yould not Moſes be taken by the ambitious _— 

this 
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this world to be ly guilty of. folly.jo refuſingit, if 
ſomething better hos re ear 5 / ag in Bea. of Ms not'meant —_ _ 
the letier, fog Moſes apd gas to £0 rey pou that ok in- 
decitance..!. _ 
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lt be granted, inreference to the letter, bs her favs furthet thing 
| wit be ſttendid under it, t remore all thoſe infer incon- 
vealences affreſaid fromthe opens inane 
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Ourteous Reader, We beg thy pardon. that 
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our Breviat Fs Of Inf ihe.0up iſm, adjuſted by our New Diſ- 
"For this offence Fence wolbeptby, pard thy. yea it came 


not Many 
other cauſe, q#4s menc pre; mw eff, 
fo, ig, os as 'tis well known it is,) ok 


And it 


athy cn boaſt wil rr one Eran on 
canines. 


e Wocens,, Fs pexe imnocens 
(ron iþ rw amends what we _ -"x = 
_ 5 Ft) nem 


qoTnake he 
al and ever! one of hes 
yu h 5 An Errada, to 
0 remove t Gra rr 
find our wry 3. what it ought tode —— 


'T ecubetiycoftenton rewn © evmdim L LeBlori Cans 


dato ( quoad vires) ſatisfacere.* > © 
Parcas igitnr (ut poſſis) Parkero tuo, retimeaſque is 
in favore tuo, dum manet lacheſi quod torqueat in Parkero 


parcendo, propter Fonfe. prgarty 


A Vale. 
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